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English sample translation available

William is a depressed biologist and seed merchant in England 1852. Now he sets out
to build a wholly new type of beehive, which will give him and his children honour and
fame. George is a beekeeper in the USA in 2007 and fighting an uphill battle, but he
hopes that his son can be the farm’s salvation. Tao works with hand pollination in
China in the future, where the bees have disappeared. She wants more than anything
else for her son to receive an education and a life that is better than her own.

The History of Bees is an epic novel about the death of the bees. Three stories are
interwoven, whereby past, present and future meet.

Lunde works on a broad canvas in The History of Bees, depicting human beings’ initial
humble attempts at beekeeping, the industrial agriculture of today and a future where
the bees have died. The stories also explore people’s relationship to religion, to
knowledge and in particular, to nature. The History of Bees is a global novel with great
relevance in a world where the climate is changing at an increasingly rapid pace. But
underlying this theme are three powerful stories about relationships between parents
and children. What the three main characters have in common is that they will do
anything for their children. They want to facilitate things for them, ensure that their
children have lives that are better than their own.

Winner of the Norwegian Booksellers' Prize 2015.

'Magnificent tale of the importance

Maja Lunde . .
of bees and the individual.'

Bienes historie Dagbladet
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'Maja Lunde has written an
exceptional and important novel
which will awaken both joy and
anxiety in the reader.'

VG

'A first-time novelist who is brave
enough to spread out a great, epic
canvas and in addition brings up a
provocative and current topic, is not
something you see every day.'
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Maja Lunde (b. 1975) is a Norwegian author and
screenwriter. She was born and raised in Oslo
where she still lives with her husband and three
children. Lunde has written four books for
children and young adults. She has also written
scripts for Norwegian television, including for
the children’s series Barnas supershow (“The
Children’s Super Show"), the drama series Hjem
(“Home") and the comedy series Side om Side
(“Side by Side”). All of these have been great
audience successes. The History of Bees (2015)
is her first novel for adults. It recieved massive
attention when it was first presented at the
London Book Fair (Spring 2015), and was sold to
seven languages before the book was launched.
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The idea was to register the consequence of old age, because aging, he said, is hard
work. He had retired from filmmaking, and had withdrawn to his beloved house at
Hammars, surrounded by pine trees, lime-stone cliffs, and the Baltic Sea.

He was her father and had rules for everything, especially for how they would spend
time together. The book, when they talked about it, was named ‘the project,’ ‘the
register,’ ‘the work,’ or simply ‘the book'. It would be the two of them and a tape
recorder. They would meet at exactly the same hour every morning. It would be
manageable and controlled—no improvisations. She'd ask the questions, he'd
answer. Planning the book and then changing the plans had its own charm.

Born out of wedlock and unnamed until she was two, she lived in a world of changing
lights, images, faces, landscapes, and place-names. Her father was a director, her
mother a beautiful actress, she was a skinny kid with big teeth and a knack for
drawing maps and keepings lists, and who grew up to be a writer.

The Register of Disquiet is Linn Ullmann’s most inventive novel yet, a solemn genre-
bending meditation on growing up and growing old, on family, identity, biography,
love, and art. It is a luminous take on forgetfulness, language, and grief — and about
the many stories that make up a life.

'... alyrical tapestry of memories.
Linn Ullmann’'s book is, despite the
pain, both a declaration of love and a
literary masterpiece.'
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Expressen (Sweden)

'Mature and sharp, both in its
observations and as literature ... This
is absolutely her best book.'

Sveriges Radio (Sweden)

'‘One of Norway's leading authors
writes wonderfully, almost magically,
about her famous parents and her
own upbringing.'

VG - Best Books of the Year 2015
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Linn Ulimann is a graduate of New York
University, where she studied English literature
and began to work on her Ph.D. She returned to
Oslo in 1990 to pursue a career in journalism. In
1998, she published her first and critically
acclaimed novel Before You Sleep.

Linn Ullmann has become one of the most
prominent and distinctive voices in
contemporary Scandinavian literature. Her
novels are published throughout Europe and the
United States and are translated into more than
30 languages.
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USA (W.W. Norton)
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