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Chapter 1
The Apple Never Falls

Far from the Tree



Nothing lasts 
forever.

mountains crumble to 
DUST. Great kings die. 

Friendships end.

however, for a good long 
while, in the little village 
of Mata-mata, it felt like 

time stood still ...



cobalt, 
breakfast 

time!

... but I always 
wished something 

more would 
happen here.

My grampa 
once told me:

”if change 
is what you 

want ...”

”... you have 
to make it 

yourself.”

There!
done at 
last!

oh!

hang 
on!

clic
k!

knock
knock  knock!
  knock!
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oh, 
you’re 
already 

up?

eh ...
g’morning,

mom!

have you 
been up 
all night 
again?

wh-what 
makes you 
say that?

your desk 
wasn’t so 
messy last 

night.

maybe the 
junk fairy 
snuck in?

a likely 
story.

I’d say you sat 
up last night 
making this.

Hey! Give it 
back! That’s 

supposed to be 
a surprise!

a surprise?

yes, but now 
you’ve already 

seen it.

you can see 
it properly 

after 
school!

not now? 
what’s the 

hurry?
are you 
starting 

early today?

um 
gng tmf 
grmfps!

what? 
Swallow your 
food and try 

again.

mhf.
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i’m going 
over to 

grampa’s!

I want to 
show him my 
new invention 
before school 

starts!

that’s fine, but 
feed shelly and 
skalder before 

you go!

do i 
have to?

shelly is 
probably the 
world’s most 
dangerous 

turtle!

you promised 
me you’d do it 

today, cobalt ...

... otherwise I 
won’t have time to 

untangle the fishnets 
before we take the 

boat out.

ok, but 
don’t blame me 
when she goes 
totally nuts.

i’m sure 
it’ll be 
fine.

remember 
to say hi to 
grampa for 

me.

yeah, 
yeah.
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a little fish 
for you, 
skalder!

... and a big one 
for your mother 

over there.

hmm ...

flo
op!

flo
op!

this ought to 
do the trick!

hey! Who’re 
you calling 
a scaredy-

bunny?

what are 
those two 
getting up 

to?

OH YEAH? at 
least I’m not as 
slow-brained as 

you turtles!

uh-oh.
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we’ve got 
to get out 
of here!

run!run!

crcrnn
cchh

!!

flop!
flop!

not 
again!

cut that 
out!

you’ve got to 
stop letting 

your stomach 
drive the bus, 

shelly.
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dang!

it’s not my 
fault turtles 

are so terribly
violent!

don’t even think 
about mentioning 
this to anybody, 

skalder.

hold ’im 
steady, 
Linnea!

look, 
daddy!

hm?

it’s 
cobalt!

hi, 
Linnea! and good 

morning to you, 
mayor Barlind!

you’re a 
rare sight 

this early in 
the morning!

going 
to alfred’s 
workshop 

before school 
starts?

yup! i’m gonna 
show grampa my 

invention!
you can 

come along, 
if you want!

oooh!
can i 

really?

wait a 
second, 
kids.

those gizmos 
that alfred 
makes might 

be fun ...

... but they can 
also be very 
dangerous!

neither of 
you should be 
spending so 

much time over 
there.

now you’re 
just being 
dumb, dad!

alfred 
helps you 

with all kinds 
of stuff!
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like that nice 
harvester 

he made for you 
last spring?

pfft!
that thing is 
an existential 

threat to the local 
community.

i don’t 
think 
you’ve 

even tried 
it yet.

you’re just 
afraid you’ll 
look stupid 

when you can’t 
manage to make 

it work.

now, you 
just listen 
here, young 

lady ...

eh ... i kind of 
need to get 

going.

you’re 
leaving?

yup! see 
you at 
school, 
Linnea!

’bye, 
mister 
mayor!

see you,
cobalt!
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grampa!

hm?

is 
that you, 
cobalt?

i’ve got 
something to 
show you!

just wait 
there!

i’m 
coming 
down.

wha?!

fwip
fwipp!p!
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look 
out!

pop!
pop!

fss
fssssssss

cobalt ...

... are you 
all right?

i didn’t 
realize the 

steam-boots 
were so 

powerful!

are you 
kidding me?

that was 
awesome!

good, good. 
you’re mother 

would kill me if 
anything happened 

to you.

what have 
you got 
there?

wait and 
see.
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watch 
closely.

it’s an automatic 
weed-puller!

i’m going to give 
it to mom for her 
birthday, since she 
never has time to 
weed the garden 

herself.

my 
oh my!

i’m a 
genius, 
aren’t i?

uh ...

a ”genius” 
might have made a 
machine that can 

tell the difference 
between weeds and 

gophers.

what?!

no, no, no!
I hadn’t thought 

of that!

oh, well. 
practice 

makes perfect, 
cobalt!

let’s take 
it inside and 
figure it out 
together.
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this is 
really 

good work, 
cobalt!

you mean 
it?!

oh yes, if you 
keep this up, you’ll 

soon be able to call 
yourself a bonafide 

inventor!

and then i can 
make cool 

things like you 
do, right?

could be! but 
you’re years away 
yet, and we’ve got 
plenty of time to 
teach you a few 
tricks, i daresay.

i’ve got 
an idea.

what do you 
say we take this 
gadget to the 
next level?

if it’s going to 
spare those poor 
gophers, we ought 
to install a micro-
controller and a 

couple of sensors.

uh ... 
we can 
do that, 
right?

hm ...

maybe you can make 
us a couple cups of 

coffee while I ponder 
the possibilities?

two cups 
of coffee 
coming up!
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coffe’s 
ready! ...

did you 
say 

coffee?
grampa?

what 
have you got 
going on back 

here?

oh sweet 
potato, how 
time flies!

if you want to 
have a look at my 
secret project, 
we better do it 

now!

secret 
project?

yes, it’s 
out in the 
garage.

you’re 
going to 
love it!

well? 
taste 
good? m-maybe a 

tad strong!

excellent.
good coffee 
should have 
some kick.

although 
not enough 
kick to drive 
this baby.

allow me 
to present ...
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the 
alpha-
mobile!

a real 
car!

not just 
any car, i’ll 
have you 
know!

it’s powered 
by a very 
special 
energy 
source!

the battery is filled 
with alpha-energy. 
incredibly powerful. 
i believe it has the 

potential to power an 
entire city on 

its own.

it must 
be really 

dangerous!

the end justifies 
the means, cobalt. 
this can make life 

in mata-mata 
much easier!

the alpha-
mobile is just 

the first 
stage of my 
research.

according to my 
calculations, 

alpha-energy can 
be used for a lot 
more than garden 

variety power.

can we 
use it for the 
weed-picker?

possibly. 
but first, we 
have to test 

the car!

put 
these on.

what’s up 
with the 
goggles?

just to be 
on the safe 

side.

step back a 
little, cobalt. 

this might make 
a big boom.
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fantastic! 
it works!

open the 
garage door!
we’ll take her 

for a test 
drive!

o...ok!

hang on 
tight!

we’re 
flying!
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look! 
There’s 
mom and 

the other 
fishfolk!

think they 
got any 
bites?

well, it 
sure looks 

like it.

but frankly, i’m 
a little sick of 
fish for dinner 

every day.

hey, 
what’s that 

sound?

sound?

oh, ding 
dags and 
nabbits! ch-       chock!

ch-       chock!

kkkkkkkrkratatchhchhhhhhshhsssssssssssssssssss

and there 
goes the 

emergency 
brake ...

grampa!!!

we’re going 
to crash!!!

look 
out!
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The alpha-mobile 
has a reeserve-

engine, so no 
harm done.

have a 
lovely rest 
of the day, 

pumila!

choff!choff!

what 
in the 
world 

..?

what the 
heck are 

you people 
doing?

all my 
laundry is 
covered in 

dirt!

who is the prize 
idiot that hung 
up their laundry 
in the middle of 

the road?

someone could 
have been 

killed!

oh, why, 
hello, 
pumila!

Apologies for 
the outburst. 

some people are 
just so terribly 
irresponsible!

hi 
alfred, 

I ...

a smart 
young lady like 
yourself is not 
one of them, of 

course ...
i ... 

er ...

how far along are 
you now? seven 

months?

i’m in my 
ninth 

month ...

I wouldn’t have 
guessed! oh, apples! 
You don’t mind if I 

take a couple?

cough!
cough!

sputter!sputter!

Pop!Pop!

crnch!
crnch!
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oops, time for 
you to go! come back 

to the workshop 
afterward and we’ll 
finish up the weed-
picker together!

ok! see 
you later!

was it right 
to just leave 
pumila there 
without even 
saying sorry?

we’re the 
ones who 
tore down 

her laundry, 
after all.

you don’t need 
to feel guilty, 

cobalt.

nobody got 
hurt and we got a 
couple of delicious 

apples to boot.
win, win!

sometimes it’s 
just all about 
how you choose 
to use your time.

and you couldn’t 
possibly make 

school on time if 
we’d helped her 

with her clothes!

hm ...

you know, cobalt 
... i’ve been thinking 
about how best to 
use my own time 
going forward.

i’d like one 
last adventure 
before I take 
my final bow.

have i ever told you 
the legend of the 
infinity machine?

40 41



Chapter 2
Accidents Rarely Happen 

By Themselves



good mornng, 
everyone!

dr. hassel 
will be your 

teacher today, 
and he’s brought 
something very 

special with 
him.

hi, every-
body! i have 

here something 
you don’t see 

every day!

Pffft. It’s 
just a spiral 

terrapin. we’ve 
got those at 

home.

you’re right 
about that, Birk. 

I borrowed 
this from your 

parents.

but there’s 
something 

unique 
about it!

is there anyone 
that can see 
what it is?

cobalt! You’re 
usually pretty 
sharp. what do 

you think?

cobalt? psst! Are 
you asleep 
or what?

doctor! eh ... 
maybe it’s going 

to change 
shells?

huh?

that’s right, linnea! 
shells usually 

change at night, so 
this is a big deal.

ooh, I think 
it’s ready 

now!

pay attention, 
kids! you don’t 
want to miss 

this!
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exciting, eh? 
turtles in mata-mata 

are able to grow 
as large as they 

do because of their 
ability to change 

shells.

but it hasn’t 
always been that way. 

professor gal a. pagos’ 
archeological discoveries 
indicate that turtles were 

much smaller a mere 
thousand years ago.

you can read 
more about the 

professor’s 
theories in your 
books, on page 

125.

do you think 
that professor 
guy is as crazy 
as his name?

cobalt 
cogg.

where is 
your turtle 

today?

skalder? 
uh ... i might have 
forgotten him at 

grampa’s.

we’ve talked 
about this before. 
I’m afraid I’m going 
to have to give you 

a demerit.

have your 
mother sign 

this letter by 
tomorrow.

what? that’s 
not fair!

I doubt your 
mother draws 

hearts over her 
”i”s.

you may 
be right.

you think 
the teacher 

will notice the 
difference?

she wouldn’t 
notice anything if 
you followed the 
rules instead of 
fooling around 

so much.

but the 
school’s 
rules are 
insane!

i can’t 
wait to be 
finished!

have 
you gone 
bananas?

then we 
have to go 
to work.

i don’t 
want to work 

either. i ...
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i want 
to be an 
inventor!

well, we 
sure won’t 
have time to 

play together 
anymore.

what if we 
can’t even be 

friends?

oh, is that 
what you 
meant?

pinky-
swear!

linnea, we’ll 
be friends 
forever.

if you 
want.

ok ... 
friends 
forever.

what are 
you two 

cooking up?

hi there!

alma, 
birk and 

ask! what 
now?

you guys 
are so cute 
together!

I think 
they’re sweet-

hearts.

maybe 
they’re 
going to 

kiss?

huh? 
We’re just 
friends.

sheesh, you 
guys are 

dumb! come on, 
cobalt, let’s 

go!

but linnea, 
i’m going over 
to grampa’s!

you didn’t 
get permission 
to go there 

today!

so what? when 
did you start 
caring about 

rules?

dad will 
never find 

out anyway.

grampa cogg 
knows how to 
keep a secret.
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i don’t like it. 
cobalt is always 
taking linnea to 

see that weird old 
guy.

are you 
jealous, 

birk?

are you a 
numbskull, ask? 
grampa cogg is 
totally wacko!

easy, it 
was just a 

joke!

why don’t 
we just 
follow 
them?

i don’t 
want to snoop 

around if 
it starts 
raining.

me 
neither.

wimps.

you see those 
empty shells? I 
hae a watertight 

plan.

oh yeah! 
you’re a 
genius, 
alma!

rain and sun 
at the same 
time? what’s 

next?

fish on 
land?

maybe 
we’ll see a 
rainbow!

hello! I’m 
done with 
school!

are you ready 
to finish the 
weed-picker?
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grampa? are 
you in the 
bedroom? i’m a little 

busy right 
now. just wait 

out there, 
cobalt.

okay.

he sure 
has a lot 
of weird 
stuff.

i’ll show you 
something else 

cool while we’re 
waiting.

oh, there 
you are, 
skalder!

these 
two can play 

together in the 
meantime!

they’re 
going into 

the garage.

hello? aren’t 
we spying on 
cobalt and 

linnea?

grampa 
cogg is in 

there!

h-he 
has ...

... a
 monster in 
the room!

whew!
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chikk!chikk!

[
c
l
ic

k
]

ta-da!

what kind of 
monster-machine 

is that?!

it’s the alpha-
mobile! It can 

even fly!

hmm ... the 
battery isn’t 
connected.

you’re not 
thinking about 
starting it?

do you even have 
any idea how it 

works?

of course! I 
am a genius 
after all.

stand 
back!

see? 
it’s 

easy!

what a 
racket!

oh! the alarm! 
I’ll fix 
that!

what are you 
waiting for? 
turn it off!

the 
emergency 
brake is 
broken!

yup!
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what’s going 
on in here?
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cobalt, 
i ...

wait! so it was 
you three 

skulking around 
here.

we heard a 
bang and ...

sorry!

nevermind! 
help linnea! i’ll 
take care of 

cobalt.

and for god’s 
sake – don’t get 
any of that white 
material on your 

skin!

huh?
ask!

she’s 
breathing.

linnea’s 
bleeding! 

what do we 
do?!

take her 
with you! 
quick!!!

i can carry her to 
the clinic. you two 
go and get more 

help!

okay!

it’s just you and 
me now, cobalt. we’ll 
redirect the alpha-

energy into this 
little holographic-

robot of mine.

we don’t have 
much time, so first 
we’ll have to put 
you into the big 

tank and ...

g-grampa ...

i can’t 
feel my body 

anymore!

hnng!!! ...
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good day, 
today!

magnolia!

ask and 
alma?

there was an explosion, so 
birk took linnea to the clinic, 
and now cobalt has glowing 

legs!

i don’t really 
understand ...

ask is 
babbling!

cobalt 
is hurt 
bad!

where 
is he? at the 

workshop.
urk!

a couple 
more adjust-

ments and 
we’ll be all 

ready.

there.

don’t be 
afraid, 
cobalt.

we’ll 
fix this, 

together.
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dad!!! 
what have 

you done this 
time?!

if this is a 
joke, it’s really 

not funny!

magnolia, 
i ...

... i’m so 
sorry.



my 
baby ...

i will fix this, 
i promise!

i can ... make 
robot legs for 
him! i have some 
designs we can 

use.

we just need 
to adjust them 
to his height 

and weight, and 
then ...

magnolia?

what can
 i do?

what 
can you 

do?
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haven’t 
you done 
enough?

this time 
you’ve gone 

too far!

alfred cogg, 
you are hereby 
banished from 

mata-mata! what?! 
That’s 

ridiculous!

after 
everything i’ve 
done for this 

town?

the island 
wouldn’t even 

have electricity 
without me!

you’re more 
reasonable than 
this, barlind?!

we’re tired of 
all your antics, 

alfred.

i hear he’s got 
a monster in his 

house!

the children 
aren’t safe 
while you’re 

around.

but ...

we don’t 
have time 
for this!

i have 
to help 
cobalt!

where do 
you think 
you’re 
going?

to the 
clinic!

my family 
needs me!

this can’t be 
fixed with nuts 

and bolts!

have you 
no shame?!

because of 
you, my daughter 

is injured! And not 
just her! your own 

grandchild!

what your 
family needs, is 

for you to 
go.

far
away.

i ... understand. 
i’ll just go and 
pack my things.

farewell.
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you 
there! 

what are 
you doing?!
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just 
shout if 
you need 
anything.

mhm.

huh? what is 
this?
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hey, 
cobalt?

how’s it 
going in 
here?

i brought 
you some hot 
chocolate and 

cookies ...

zzz
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Chapter 3
Wisdom from Pain



cobalt, 
have you heard 
the story of 
noah’s ark?



noah’s 
ark?

once upon 
a time, a long 

time ago, god was 
angered by all 

the evil that men 
did.

as punishment, 
he decided to 

flood the entire 
world.

oy ...

god didn’t 
want to punish the 

animals, so he asked a 
kindly old man named 

noah to build an 
enormous ark to save 

them from the 
flood.

but ... 
what happened 
to the rest of 

the people?

i don’t 
really know, 

cobalt ...
but i 

think that 
they ....
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... tickled 
each other 
to death!

stop! 
stop! I can’t 

breathe!

where 
did skalder 

go?

oh! how 
did he get 

all the way 
down 

there?

he’s your 
responsibility now, 
so this time you’ll 
have to fetch him 

yourself.

yeah, 
yeah!

take good care 
of skalder from 
now on! imagine if 
he disappeared!

relax! I’ve got 
it all under 

control! all under 
control. 
right.

you mustn’t 
run off like 

that!

you could 
have died!

there! 
that’s 
better.

?
huh?
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a bearcat? 
what’s it doing 

here?

maybe it 
wants to 

play!

what 
the ..?

cobalt, come  
back here 
right now!

what’s 
wrong?
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grampa?
just a 

dream ...

cobalt! 
breakfast 
is ready!

i’m 
on my 
way!



thumpthump
thumpthump

thumpthump

thum
p

thum
p

thumpthump

thumpthump

chokk!chokk!

gack! can’t you be 
a little more 

careful?

what if you 
broke your 

neck?

relax, 
no harm 
done ...

alma 
and birk say 

hello.

they 
came by 

and bought 
some wool 

socks.

soon 
these’ll be as 
lucrative as 

your invention-
thingies!

I bet you’ll 
be sewing 

stuff for the 
turtles soon.

and this is 
for you! 

what do you 
think?

nice. like all 
the other 
sweaters.

silly goose! 
try it on!

i’ll get it. 
it’s probably 
someone who 

wants something 
repaired.
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KICKKICK
!!

’morning, 
cobalt!

package 
for you!

ask!

how do you 
like the new 

job?

you know what 
they say – ’tis 
better to give 

than to receive!

... so 
here you 

go!

put 
it in the 
mailbox.

huh?

in the 
mailbox?

well, 
the thing 

is ...

it’s 
a bit 

small.

what 
are you 
waiting 
for?

the package
 is too big! why 

can’t i just deliver 
it to you at the 

door?

size doesn’t 
matter!

just 
stuff it 

in!

uh ...
okay?

sp
la

p!

a
floun-
der ...
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thanks, 
ask!

see you 
later!

whoa!

yeah, i’ve 
got to get 
going. the 
mail needs 
delivering!

are you 
excited, 

skalder?

the battery 
capsules 

have finally 
arrived!

i special-
ordered them 

to be compatible 
with grampa’s 

designs.

and that 
means ...

...today we 
can finish the 
robot legs!
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the 
batteries fit 
perfectly!

[ click ][ click ]

safety 
goggles 

on!

and we’re 
ready for test 
number one!

relax, 
skalder! 
I’ve taken 

precautions!

they 
work!

mom, 
come and 

see!

whoops! 
power went 

out!

what 
happened?

uh ... 
i don’t 
know?

The batteries 
are covered with 
steel plates, so 

even if they crack 
we’ll be fine.
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i hear what 
you’re saying 
but ... do we 

really need all 
that power?



do you 
expect me 

to toast my 
bread by 

hand?

it’s so
 sad and dark 
without lights 

on inside.

i can’t 
watch tv.

food will 
spoil without 

refridgeration!

a lot of the 
equipment at 

the clinic won’t 
function at 
all without 
electricity ...

we don’t 
have a 

tv, honey.
oh 

yeah.

we have 
to figure 
this out, 
barlind.

you have root 
cellars, don’t 
you? put your 
food there.

if you need 
light and 

heat, use your 
fireplace.

we got along fine 
before we had 

power, and we’ll 
manage fine without 

it, now that it’s 
gone.

how about 
we look for 
a solution 
at alfred’s 

house?

no, that dump 
is locked up 
and will stay 

that way.

we must avoid 
accidents like 
the one five 
years ago.

this is 
getting us 
nowhere.

the 
meeting 
is over. 

thanks for 
coming.

you’re really 
giving up that 

easily?

it’s not easy 
being a leader, 

linnea.

you’ll never 
please all of 
the people all 
of the time.

i under-
stand that, 

but ...

no 
”buts”.

will you help 
mr. sunflower 

down the steps? 
he has trouble 
with his back.

ok.
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psst!

linnea! 
I know how 

we can get the 
power back!

cobalt?

what 
do you 
mean?

there’s a box 
hanging in 

my grampa’s 
bedroom.

i think it 
controls the 

power to all the 
houses in mata-

mata.

it must have 
broke down.

and what’s 
my role in 
all this?

your 
job is 
easy.

you just 
have to 

procure the 
key, so we can 

get inside.

my dad would 
never give it 

to me!

he’d be 
furious if i 
even asked!

you don’t 
need to ask. 
you can just 
”borrow” it 
for a bit.

what?! I 
can’t steal 
it from him!

maybe you need 
permission 

first?

fine. I’ll 
do it.

but 
not a word 
of this to 
anyone!

of course 
not. what do 
you take me 

for?

we can meet 
down on the road 
at two o’clock in 

the morning.

and 
remember 
the key! 
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Chapter 4
By Virtue of Necessity



you’ll be 
a [snore] 

good leader, 
linnea ...

ssssqquueeeeeeaaak ...
ak ...

whew 
...

you came!
 do you have 

the key?

z

ZZZ
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shush, 
not so 
loud!

i have it 
here.

what are 
you doing 
with that 

huge back-
pack?

i brought matches, 
gloves, headphones, 
a snack and extras 

socks.

what a 
load!

i’m sure 
we’ll find 

everything we 
need in the 
workshop.

i’m not going in 
there without 
some ground 

rules.

i under-
stand ...

but there’s 
no point in 

overdoing it.

let’s just 
get this over 

with.

wait!

can you 
push me 
up the 
hill?
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hello?

anybody 
home?

quit it. it’s 
creepy enough 
here as it is.

where did 
you say that 

box was?

right 
behind this 

door.
oh!

the power 
box is in 

here!

coming?

yes.

[cough]
  [cough]

you think 
you can fix 

it?

not a 
snowball’s 

chance. 
it’s totally 

fried.

strange that 
it lasted five 
years without 
maintenance.

you’re 
having a 

snack now?

we didn’t come 
here to eat 
sandwiches.

i’m an 
inventor, not 
a magician.

you think 
i can fix 

everything 
just by 

snapping my 
fingers?

don’t 
worry. we’ll 

find something 
here that 

can ...

... what are 
you staring 

at?

cobalt, the 
garage ...
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are you 
doing that?

no ...

i better 
see what 

it is.

huh? no, 
wait!

get out 
of there, 
cobalt!

i never want 
to go in that 
garage again!

inventor’s log: 
april seventh, 

year 2586.

that 
voice ...
alfred?

rumors tell of a 
machine that can run 
forever, independent 
of an external energy 

source.

it’s 
grampa’s 

holographic 
robot!

most people 
call it an old 
wives tale ...

... but we 
inventors aren’t 
like most people. there!

today we 
found it ...
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... the infinity machine!

at last!

such a machine could 
doubtless be used 

to solve innumerable 
world problems!

but the inventors 
have more 

personal plans 
and desires.



unlimited 
wealth.

fame.

and perhaps 
most of all ...

hey, 
look!

huh?!

power.

unfortunately, 
we would soon  

discover ...

the kind of 
welcome that 

awaits uninvited 
guests.

what in the 
blue moon 
is that?
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cchhokokkk
what is 
this? an 
x-ray 
beam?!
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was that ... 
grampa?

look!

a map! that white 
dot is mata-

mata.

but 
what’s the 
red dot?

maybe 
it’s where 
grampa is 

now?

perfect! we can 
just go get him and 
then he can get the 

power back on!

what 
are you 
talking 
about?

you 
can’t go 

anywhere.

sure 
i can! look 

here!

robot legs! i 
thought we might 
find something to 
make them work 

here.

the power 
went out when i 
tried to connect 

them.

wait ... 
this is your 
fault? why 
didn’t you 
say so?

you’d never 
have come with 

me if i just 
blurted it 

out.

you tricked 
me!

i’m the 
one who’ll 

get blamed for 
stealing the 

key!

what’s the 
difference? thanks 
to me we can kill 
two birds with 

one stone.

you think you’re so 
smart, but you’re 
really just an 
egomaniac!
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eek!

aah!

g-guess 
we got some 
use out of 

the backpack 
after all.

are 
you okay, 

or ...
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yes ...

yes!

how 
is that 

possible?

the 
battery 
capsules 
are lit up.

the robot 
must have 

filled them up 
with alpha-

energy!

hm.

that 
gives me 
an idea.

if the 
holographic robot 

can power my 
legs ...
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... then maybe it can 
provide power to 
the city as well?

don’t pick 
that up! it’s 
dangerous!

calm down. 
i just want 

to try 
something.

ta-da! it 
actually
worked!

but why is 
it glowing 

blue?

who cares? 
the power’s 

back on!

we’ve got 
to spread the 
good news!

no, wait, 
cobalt!

we should 
keep it 
secret!

are you 
kidding?! folks will 

be talking 
about this 
for years!

we’ll be 
heroes, 
linnea!

help!
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linnea!!! 
where have 
you been?!

all the 
appliances 
have gone 

amok!

w-we 
were at the 
workshop! 
we were 
just ...

I said 
noone was 
to go in 
there!!!

why do 
you defy me 

this way? this 
isn’t like you, 

linnea!

i ... i ...

it’s my 
fault.

i made linnea 
come with me 

into the work-
shop.

but before 
you say any-
thing, check 

this out!
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this map 
shows where 

grampa is!
linnea and i 

can go get him, 
and then he’ll 

fix every-
thing!

what?! 
 

we can 
pack and 

leave right 
away!

we didn’t 
talk about 

that ..!

linnea stays 
here. she’ll 

help out in the 
town.

but you 
can go ahead 

and find 
alfred.

and 
after he’s 
cleaned up 
this mess ...

... he can 
get lost 
again!

get lost 
... again.

do 
you have 
every-
thing?

food? 
warm clothes? 

underwear?

yeah, 
yeah.

and you’re 
absolutely 

sure you don’t 
want me to 
come with? i have 

to do this 
on my own, 

mom.

ok ...

imagine! 
you’re on 
your feet 

again.

your grampa 
should see you 

now.

and he 
will ... 
soon!

the trip 
can’t 

possibly 
take more 
than a few 

days.

take 
care of 

yourself!

you 
too!
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cobalt!
wait!

linnea? 
i thought you had 
to stay behind in 

mata-mata!

i just 
wanted to 
say safe 
travels...

... and thanks 
for taking the
 blame before.

that 
was nice 
of you.

oh ... 
isn’t that 
just what 
friends do?

remember 
our pinky-

swear!

yeah.

friends? friends.

forever.

nothing 
lasts 

forever.

not even all the 
trouble i caused 

back home.

i was determined to 
find grampa and put 
an end to all this 

nonsense.
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but what i 
didn’t know ...

... was that the 
journey ahead of 
me would present 

far greater 
challenges.
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