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CHAPTER 1

THE APPLE NEVER FALLS
FAR FROM THE TREE




NOTHING LASTS MOUNTAINS CRUMBLE TO
FOREVER. DUST. GREAT KINGS DIE.
FRIENDSHIPS END.

HOWEVER, FOR A GOOD LONG

WHILE, IN THE LITTLE VILLAGE

OF MATA-MATA, |T FELT LIKE
TIME STOOD STILL ...




... BUT T ALWAYS
WISHED SOMETHING
MORE WOULD
HAPPEN HERE.

MY GRAMPA
ONCE TOLD ME:

"IF CHANGE
IS WHAT You
WANT ...”

“... YOU HAVE
TO MAKE IT
YOURSELF."

THERE!
DONE AT
LAST!

KNoZ ’
-,

COBALT,
BREAKFAST
TIME!

‘Fﬁ‘:




oH, A SLRPRISE? |
YOU'RE e g - :
ALREADY A | =

YES, BUT NOW
YOU'VE ALREADY
SEEN IT.

EH ... HAVE You
G'MORNING, '
. BEEN UP YOU CAN SEE

ALL NIGHT _ . A 1T PROPERLY
| @ s \  aFrEr
SCHOOL!

WH-WHAT
MAKES You

SAY THAT? NOT NOW?

WHAT'S THE | ARE YOU
STARTING
EARLY TODAY?

YOUR DESK
WASN'T SO
MESSY LAST il f / N
NIGHT. A LIKELY ; , : I ' I SWALLOW YOUR
STORY. ’ S 1 FOOD AND TRY

MAYBE THE

JUNK FAIRY I'D sAY YOU sAT

SNUCK IN? UP LAST NIGHT
MAKING TH/S.

HEY! GIVE IT
BACK! THAT'S
SUPPOSED TO BE
A SURPRISE!




' GOING
[ OverTO
GRAMPA'S!

I WANT TO
SHOW HIM MY
NEW INVENTION

BEFORE SCHOOL
STARTS!

SHELLY IS
PROBABLY THE
WORLD'S MOST
PANGEROUS

TURTLE!

... OTHERWISE T g
WON'T HAVE TIME TO e

UNTANGLE THE FISHNETS e
BEFORE WE TAKE THE - : - '

REMEMBER
TO SAY HI TO
GRAMPA FOR

BOAT OUIT. . 1 Eaia ME.

OK, BUT
DON'T BLAME ME | lLL .
WHEN SHE GOES
TOTALLY NUTS.

THAT'S FINE, BUT
FEED SHELLY AND
SKALDER BEFORE

You Go!

YOU PROMISED
ME YOU'D DO IT
TODAY, COBALT ...

m e
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A LITTLE FISH
FOR YOU,
SKALDER!

... AND A B/G ONE
FOR YOUR MOTHER
OVER THERE.

14

o/ HEY! WHO'RE N
| You cALLING
A SCAREDY-
BUNNY?

WHAT ARE
THOSE TWO
GETTING UP

OH YEAH? AT
LEAST T'M NOT AS
SLOW-BRAINED AS
YOU TURTLES!




WE'VE GOT \.
TO GET OUT L

i, ' ) 1

YOU'VE GOT TO i
STOP LETTING ||

YOUR STOMACH

DRIVE THE BUS, []




YOU'RE A
MORNING TO YOU, r ; ; RARE SIGHT

: 7 MAYOR BARLIND! v THIS EARLY IN

IT'S NOT MY f T o THE MORNING!

FAULT TURTLES o J - E

ARE SO TERRIBLY
VIOLENT!

TO ALFRED'S
: W WORKSHOP |
' s ] "y BEFORE SCHOOL J;
DON'T EVEN THINK - bt / _.
ABOUT MENTIONING > . . STARTS? A
THIS TO ANYBODY, N : Py ML .
SKALDER.

YUP! I'M GONNA
SHOW GRAMPA MY
INVENTION! COME ALONG,
. IF YOU WANT!

WAIT A
SECOND,
KIDs.

THOSE GlZMOS

THAT ALFRED

MAKES MIGHT
BE FUN ...

.. BUT THEY CAN
ALSO BE VERY
\  DANGEROUS!

NEITHER OF - g ~
YOU SHOULD BE _ o voure |
SPENDING S0 . e
MUCH TIME OVER b | o DUMB, DAD!
THERE. — A :

ALFRED
HELPS YOU
WITH ALL KINDS
OF STUFF!
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LIKE THAT NICE
HARVESTER
HE MADE FOR YOU
LAST SPRING?

THAT THING IS
AN EXISTENTIAL
THREAT TO THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY.

| DON'T ' YOU'RE JUST
THINK AFRAID YOU'LL
YOU'VE LOOK STUPID
EVEN TRIED WHEN YOU CAN'T
IT YET. MANAGE TO MAKE
IT WORK.

"EM ... | KIND OF
NEED TO GET
GOING.

Now, You
JUST LISTEN
HERE, YOUNG
LADY ...

I
YOU'RE
LEAVING?

YUP! SEE Y
YOU AT |
SCHOOL,
LINNEA!

20

SEE YOU, ¥
COBALT! |

y ‘_h\'. iR {
¥

/ g, i /
Vi s Al o GY0
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4
-

il

SOMETHING TO
SHow you!

22

23

[/ JusT warT ¥

THERE!

I'M i
COMING
DOWN.




24

... ARE YOU
ALL RIGHT?

| DIDN'T
REALIZE THE
STEAM-BOOTS

YOU'RE MOTHER
WOULD KILL ME IF

1 ANYTHING HAPPENED

TO YOU.

" WHAT HAVE \

You GOt
THERE?

25

THAT WAS
AWESOME!




WATCH
CLOSELY.

I'M GOING TO GIVE
IT TO MOM FOR HER
BIRTHDAY, SINCE SHE
NEVER HAS TIME TO
WEED THE GARDEN
HERSELF.

IT's AN AUTOMATIC
WEED-PULLER!

I'M A
GENUS,
AREN'T I?

A "GENIUS"
MIGHT HAVE MADE A
MACHINE THAT CAN
TELL THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN WEEDS AND
GOPHERS.

NO, NO, NO!
T HADN'T THOUGHT
\ OF THAT!

OH, WELL.
| PRACTICE
|\ MAKES PERFECT,

LET'S TAKE
IT INSIDE AND
FIGURE IT OUT
TOGETHER.




THIS IS
REALLY
GOOD WORK,
COBALT!

AN |DEA.

WHAT DO You
SAY WE TAKE THIS
GADGET TO THE
NEXT LEVEL?

IF IT'S GOING TO
SPARE THOSE POOR
GOPHERS, WE OUGHT
TO INSTALL A MICRO-
CONTROLLER AND A
COUPLE OF SENSORS.

OH YES, IF YOU
KEEP THIS UP, YOU'LL
SOON BE ABLE TO CALL
YOURSELF A BONAFIDE
INVENTOR!

AND THEN | CAN N )

MAKE COOL
THINGS LIKE You
DO, RIGHT?

COULD BE! BUT
YOU'RE YEARS AWAY
YET, AND WE'VE GOT
PLENTY OF TIME TO

TEACH YOU A FEW
TRICKS, | DARESAY.

MAYBE YOU CAN MAKE
Us A COUPLE CUPS OF
COFFEE WHILE T PONDER
THE POSSIBILITIES?

TWO CcUPs
OF COFFEE




| OH SWEET IF YOU WANT TO
COFFE'S ol POTATO, HOW | i HAVE A LOOK AT MY
READY! | TIME FLIES! §ay : SECRET PROJECT,
! ; WE BETTER DO IT

YES, IT'S
OuT IN THE
GARAGE.

YOU'RE
GOING TO
LOVE IT!

TAD STRONG!

Pl ) L] | o ,."i i ¢
DID You d ~ (A g
B

sAY - f b T ‘i

ALTHOUGH
EXCELLENT. NOT ENOUGH
GOOD COFFEE KICK TO DRIVE ALLOW ME
SHOULD HAVE THIS BABY. TO PRESENT ...
SOME KICK.

HAVE YOU GOT
GOING ON BACK
HERE?




THE
ALPHA-
MOBILE!

NOT JUusT
ANY CAR, I'LL
HAVE You
KNOW!

IT'S POWERED
BY A VERY
SPECIAL
ENERGY
SOLURCE!

THE BATTERY IS FILLED
WITH ALPHA-ENERGY.
INCREDIBLY POWERFLIL.
| BELIEVE IT HAS THE
POTENTIAL TO POWER AN
ENTIRE CITY ON
ITS OWN.

IT MUST
BE REALLY
DANGEROUS!

THE END JUSTIFIES

THE MEANS, COBALT.

THIS CAN MAKE LIFE
IN MATA-MATA
MUCH EASIER!

THE ALPHA-

MOBILE IS JUST

THE FIRST
STAGE OF MY
RESEARCH.

ACCORDING TO MY
CALCULATIONS,
ALPHA-ENERGY CAN
BE USED FOR A LOT
MORE THAN GARDEN
VARIETY POWER.

POSSIBLY.
BUT FIRST, WE
HAVE TO TEST

USE IT FOR THE |
WEED-PICKER?

WHAT'S UP
WITH THE
GOGGLES?

JusT TO BE
ON THE SAFE

STEP BACK A
LITTLE, COBALT.
THIS MIGHT MAKE
A BIG BOOM.




/" OPEN THE
GARAGE DOOR!
WE'LL TAKE HER |

FOR A TEST
DRIVE!

HANG ON |
TIGHT!
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LOOK!

THINK THEY )

THERE'S
MOM AND GOT ANY
THE OTHER BITES?

FISHFOLK!

WELL, IT
SURE LOOKS
LIKE IT.

HEY,
WHAT'S THAT

BUT FRANKLY, I'M
A LITTLE SICK OF
FISH FOR DINNER
EVERY DAY.

oH, NG N b
DAGS AND
NABBITS!

AND THERE
GOES THE
EMERGENCY

WE'RE GOING |
TO CRASH! 1!

- w ‘
I SO
e )
[ o LOOK
ourt!
i
Tl

A J 1 ﬂl{




ALL MY
LAUNDRY IS
COVERED IN
DIRT!

/ WHO I1s THE PR/ZE\

/D0/0T THAT HUNG
UP THEIR LAUNDRY
IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE ROAD?

¢ SOMEONE COULD
HAVE BEEN
KILLED!

A SMART ‘ HOW FAR ALONG ARE

" YOUNG LADY LIKE "———— " YOU NOW? SEVEN

MONTHS?
ONE OF THEM, OF
COURSE ...

HELLO,
PLMILA!

APOLOGIES FOR
THE OUTBURST.
SOME PEOPLE ARE
JUsT SO TERRIBLY
IRRESPONSIBLE!

HI
ALFRED,
I..

I WOULDN'T HAVE
GUESSED! OH, APPLES!
YOU DON'T MIND IF T

TAKE A COUPLE?

THE ALPHA-MOBILE &
HAS A REESERVE-
ENGINE, SO NO
HARM DONE.

HAVE A
LOVELY REST
OF THE DAY,
PUMILA!

WHAT THE
HECK ARE
YOU PEOPLE
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YOU DON'T NEED %

TO FEEL GUILTY,
COBALT.

WAS IT RIGHT
TO JUST LEAVE

PUMILA THERE WE'RE THE

WITHOUT EVEN ONES WHO
SAYING SORRY? TORE DOWN
: HER LALINDRY,

AFTER ALL.

[ HURT AND WE GOT A
COUPLE OF DELICIOUS
1\ APPLES TO BOOT.
WIN, WIN!

SOMETIMES IT'S

JusT ALL ABOUT
HOW YOU CHOOSE
TO USE YOUR TIME.

NN S

40

AND YOU COULDN'T
POSSIBLY MAKE
SCHOOL ON TIME IF
WE'D HELPED HER
WITH HER CLOTHES!

ABOUT HOW BEST TO
USE MY OWN TIME
GOING FORWARD.

7" YOU KNOW, COBALT 'D LIKE O
... I'VE BEEN THINKING\_/LAlsT i

HAVE | EVER TOLD YOU
THE LEGEND OF THE

BEFORE T TAKE
MY FINAL BOW.

INFINITY MACHINE?

ooPs, TIME FOR
YOU TO GO! COME BACK
TO THE WORKSHOP
AFTERWARD AND WE'LL
FINISH UP THE WEED-
PICKER TOGETHER!

\ETT W B

" OK! SEE
YOU LATER!
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CHAPTER 2

ACCIDENTS RARELY HAPPEN
BY THEMSELVES




COBALT! YOU'RE
USUALLY PRETTY
SHARP. WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

GOOD MORNNG,
EVERYONE!

DR. HASSEL
WILL BE YOUR
TEACHER TODAY,
AND HE'S BROUGHT
SOMETHING VERY H
SPECIAL WITH
HIM.

Hl, EVERY-
BODY! | HAVE
HERE SOMETHING
YOU DON'T SEE
EVERY DAY!

————
- ==

/' PpssT! ARE ™

" DOCTOR! EH ... THAT'S RIGHT, LINNEA!

COBALT? )
i YOU ASLEEP | MAYBE IT'S GOING SHELLS USUALLY
o b, OR WHAT? 8 TO CHANGE | CHANGE AT NIGHT, SO
P e SHELLS? 8, THIS IS A BIG DEAL.

7 PFFFT. IT'S
[ JusT A sPIRAL
| TERRAPIN. WE'VE

GOT THOSE AT [ ———
_.}';‘_. Ag BB I| ¥ A0 E:  7¢ [Hil &8 i

OOH, T THINK )
IT'S READY

Kk

PAY ATTENTION,
KIps! YOU DON'T
WANT TO MISS

BUT THERE'S
SOMETHING
YOU'RE RIGHT UNIQUE
ABOUT THAT, BIRK. Agout It!
I BORROWED
THIS FROM YOUR
PARENTS. IS THERE ANYONE
THAT CAN SEE
WHAT IT 157
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I DOUBT YOUR
MOTHER DRAWS
HEARTS OVER HER

YOU THINK
THE TEACHER
BE RIGHT. WILL NOTICE THE
DIFFERENCE?

" EXCITING, EH?
/ TURTLES IN MATA-MATA

e @5 BUT IT HASN'T

= ALWAYS BEEN THAT WAY.

ARE ABLE TO GROW ; WY PROFESSOR GAL A. PAGOS’
AS LARGE AS THEY = | | ARCHEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES SHE WOUILDN'T
DO BECAUSE OF THEIR il F&‘yoa‘ INDICATE THAT TURTLES WERE NOTICE ANYTHING IF

MUCH SMALLER A MERE YOU FOLLOWED THE
THOUSAND YEARS AGO. RULES INSTEAD OF
FOOLING AROUND

ABILITY TO CHANGE
SHELLS.

e r

¥ YOU CAN READ
MORE ABOUT THE
PROFESSOR'S
THEORIES IN YOUR
BOOKs, ON PAGE
125.

THAT PROFESSOR
GUY IS AS CRAZY
AS HIS NAMEe?

ABOUT THIS BEFORE.
I'M AFRAID T'M GOING
'\ TO HAVE TO GIVE YOU
™ A DEMERIT. ’

7" WAVE YOUR
[ MOTHER SIGN
THIS LETTER BY

SCHOOL'S HAVE : | | DON'T

RULES ARE | CAN'T YOU GONE e WANT TO WORK

INSANE! WAIT TO BE EITHER. | ...
FINISHED! | -

TOMORROW.

WHERE 1S
YOUR TURTLE
TODAY?

SKALDER?
H ... | MIGHT HAVE

FORGOTTEN HIM AT
GRAMPA'S,
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TO BE AN
NVENTOR!

{ WHAT IF WE
CAN'T EVEN BE
FRIENDS?

-'".“‘
.~ WELL, WE
SURE WON'T
HAVE TIME TO
PLAY TOGETHER
ANYMORE.

OH, |s THAT
WHAT You
MEANT?

BIRK AND [
ASK!

PINKY-
SWEAR!

SHEESH, YouU

you 6UYS

ARE 50 CUTE Duﬁ;ygoﬁem
TOGETHER! 6

‘ \ COBALT, LET'S

oK ...
FRIENDS
FOREVER.

" LINNEA, WE'LL
BE FRIENDS
FOREVER.

' ITHNK %
A THEY'RE SWEET-

(1 HUH?
G WE'RE JUsST
FRIENDS.

/ DAD WILL
NEVER FIND
OUT ANYWAY.

SO WHAT? WHEN
DID YOUW START
CARING ABOUT

Y BUT LINNEA, ““—~" YOU DIDN'T

| I'M GOING OVER mmy GET PERMISSION
TO GRAMPA'S! |\ TO GO THERE

.:.'. £ TODAY.’

GRAMPA COGG
KNOWS HOW TO
KEEP A SECRET.




| DON'T LIKE IT.
COBALT IS ALWAYS
TAKING LINNEA TO
SEE THAT WEIRD OLD
Guy.

ARE YOU
JeALOUS,
BIRK?

| DON'T
WHY DON'T WANT TO SNOOP
WE JusT AROUND IF
FOLLOW IT STARTS
. RANING. £

WAS JUST A

ARE YOU A
NUMBSKULL, ASK?
GRAMPA COGG 1S
TOTALLY WACKO!

EASY, IT

' YOU SEE THOSE
EMPTY SHELLS? T
W\ HAE A WATERTIGHT

YOU'RE A
GENIUS,
ALMA!

RAIN AND SUN
AT THE SAME
TIME? WHAT'S

WE'LL SEE A
RAINBOW!

FISH ON ¥
LAND?

HELLO! T'M
DONE WITH
SCHOOL!

ARE YOU READY
TO FINISH THE
WEED-PICKER?




GRAMPA? ARE

YOu IN THE
I'M A LITTLE

BUSY RIGHT
NOW. JUST WAIT
OUT THERE,
COBALT.

HE SURE

HAS A LOT

OF WEIRD
STUFF.

I'LL SHOW You
SOMETHING ELSE
COOL WHILE WE'RE
: WAITING. :

OH, THERE
YOU ARE,
SKALDER!

HELLO? AREN'T
WE SPYING ON
COBALT AND
LINNEA?

THEY'RE
GOING INTO
THE GARAGE.

TOGETHER IN THE
MEANTIME!

COGG 1S IN
THERE!

. A
MONSTER IN

_ THE ROOM!




IT'S THE ALPHA- Lali THE ALARM!

3 e MOBILE! IT CAN
. WHATKIND OF % EVEN FLY!
| MONSTER-MACHINE | .,

YOU'RE NOT
THINKING ABOUT
STARTING IT?

HMM ... THE
BATTERY ISN'T
CONNECTED.

DO YOU EVEN HAVE

ANY IDEA HOW IT WHAT ARE YOU

WAITING FOR?
TURN IT OFF!

N THE
EMERGENCY

BRAKE IS

BROKEN!

OF COURSE! T
AM A GENIUS
AFTER ALL.
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ON IN HERE?

)
2
3
»
T
3
S




WAIT! 8O IT WAS IT's JUST YOU AND WE DON'T HAVE
YOU THREE ME NOW, COBALT. WE'LL MUCH TIME, SO FIRST
SKULKING AROUND REDIRECT THE ALPHA- WE'LL HAVE TO PUT G-GRAMPA ..
HERE. ENERGY INTO THIS You INTO THE BIG
LITTLE HOLOGRAPHIC- ] TANK AND ...
ROBOT OF MINE. A%
WE HEARD A
BANG AND ...

EVERMIND!
HELP LINNEA! I'LL
TAKE CARE OF
COBALT.

AND FOR GOD'S o
SAKE - DON'T GET AT ™~ SHE'S ] Vot | CAN'T
ANY OF THAT WHITE o - BREATHING. o ¢ FEEL MY BODY
MATERIAL ON YOUR ey T !

LINNEA'S
BLEEDING! TAKE HER | CAN CARRY HER TO

WHAT DO WE oty ; THE CLINIC. YOU TWO
vo7  ASUES | W YO GO AND GET MORE




THERE WAS AN EXPLOSION, SO | DON'T REALLY
BIRK TOOK LINNEA TO THE CLINIC, | UNDERSTAND ...
AND NOW COBALT HAS GLOWING
LEGS!

AsK IS
BABBLING!

AT THE
WORKSHOP.

A COUPLE
MORE ADJUST-
MENTS AND
WE'LL BE ALL

DON'T BE
AFRAID,
COBALT.

FIX THIS,
TOGETHER.







i WHAT HAVE
YOU DONE THIS IFTHIS IS A \
[ JOKE, IT'S REALLY
NOT FLUNNY!




| WILL FIX THIS, [CAN ... MAKE % e /' WE JUST NEED
| PROMISE! | ROBOTLEGS FOR | = TO ADJUST THEM
HIM! | HAVE SOME =X ; TO HIS HEIGHT
- | DESIGNS WE CAN T & - 2% AND WEIGHT, AND




WE'RE TIRED OF
ALL YOUR ANTICS,
ALFRED.

| HEAR HE'S GOT
A MONSTER IN HIS

HAVEN'T
| you poNE |
ENOUGH? /

THIS TIME
YOU'VE GONE
TOO FAR!

BAN/SHED FROM
MATA-MATA!

EVERYTHING I'VE
DONE FOR THIS
TOWN?

THE ISLAND

WOULDN'T EVEN |
HAVE ELECTRICITY
WITHOUT MEe!

YOU'RE MORE
REASONABLE THAN

\  THIS, BARLIND?!

THE CHILDREN N
AREN'T GAFE
WHILE YOU'RE

WE DON'T
HAVE TIME
FOR THIS!

70

LHavE N /7~ WHERE DO
TO HELP | YOU THINK

cogaLT! J \  YOURE
\ / GOING?

“~— HAVE YoUu
NO SHAME?!

\_~~ BECAUSE OF

You, MY DAUGHTER
IS INJURED! AND NOT
JUsT HER! YOUR OWN
GRANDCHILD!

" THIS CAN'T BE
FIXED WITH NUTS
AND BOLTS!

WHAT YOUR
FAMILY NEEDS, IS
FOR YOU TO

| ... UNDERSTAND.
I'LL JUST GO AND
PACK MY THINGS.




you
THERE!
WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?!




[y
1
|

?ﬁaﬁ- ST —
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op i
LM

\ \ 14
ﬁ\'ﬁ

HOW'S IT
HERE?

| BROUGHT

#l | vou some Hot
p CHOCOLATE AND

COOKIES ...




CHAPTER 3

WISDOM FROM PAIN




COBALT, .

HAVE YOU HEARD
THE STORY OF

NOAW'S ARK?  /



e

g
o
ONCE UPO
A TITAE% A Lo'}{,g /" AS PUNISHMENT, =
TIME AGO, GOD WAS ' HE DECIDED TO W

ANGERED BY ALL [} FLOOD THE ENTIRE ;@Ti'
Tl IL THAT M / WORLD. £
. THE EVIL THAT MEN % — v

M (AX,

BUT ... \
WHAT HAPPENED |
TO THE REST OF |

THE PEOPLE? /

GODDIDN'T & i\

WANT TO PUNISH THE
ANIMALS, SO HE ASKED A E=
KINDLY OLD MAN NAMED
NOAH TO BUILD AN
ENORMOUS ARK TO SAVE
THEM FROM THE '

FLOOD. ‘," " .. - .

NOAH'S
ARK?

| DON'T
REALLY KNOW,
COBALT ...

THINK THAT
THEY ....

P
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... TICKLED
EACH OTHER
TO DEATH!

STOP!
STOP! T CAN'T
BREATHE!

WHERE
DID SKALDER |
GO7

" y HE'S YOUR

RESPONSIBILITY NOW,
SO THIS TIME YOU'LL
HAVE TO FETCH HIM
YOURSELF.

OH! HOW
DID HE GET

ALL THE wAY
DOWN

TAKE GOOD CARE
OF SKALDER FROM
NOW ON! IMAGINE IF
HE DISAPPEARED!

RELAX! T'VE GOT
IT ALL UNDER
CONTROL!

ALL UNDER
CONTROL.
RIGHT.

YOU MUSTN'T
RUN OFF LIKE

/4 ( You couLp
-\ MAVE DIED!
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A BEARCAT?
WHAT'S IT DOING
HERE?

COBALT, COME
BACK HERE -

RIGHWu
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[ GrAMPA?

BREAKFAST
IS READY!




CAN'T YOU BE

A LITTLE MORE
CAREFUL?

WHAT IF YOou
BROKE YOUR

AND THIS IS NICE. LIKE ALL

FOR YoU!
WHAT DO You JHE OTHER

I'LL GET IT.
IT'S PROBABLY
SOMEONE WHO

WANTS SOMETHING

REPAIRED.

I BET YOU'LL T

¥y THESE'LL BE AS
LUCRATIVE AS
YOUR INVENTION-
THINGIES!

BE SEWING

il STUFF FOR THE

TURTLES SOON.




'MORNING,
COBALT!

HOW DO You
LIKE THE NEW
Joeg?

put
ITIN THE

_ MALBOX. J

YOU KNOW WHAT

THEY SAY - 'TIS

BETTER TO GIVE
& THAN TO RECEIVE!

HERE YOU

THE PACKAGE N\ 1 = N .,
15 TOO BIG! WHY \ e L, S
| CAN'T | JUST DELIVER

\“mrovouar e =\ sl | f _—
RN el A QAR I STUFF IT




YEAH, I'VE

GOT TO GET
GOING. THE
MAIL NEEDS
DELIVERING!

ARE YOU
EXCITED,

100

THE BATTERY
CAPSLLES

2 HAVE FINALLY
ARRIVED!

| SPECIAL-
ORDERED THEM
TO BE COMPATIBLE
WITH GRAMPA'S
DESIGNS.

...TODAY WE
CAN FINISH THE
ROBOT LEGS!
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; THE
SAFETY
of| BATTERIES FIT| | -5cc1ES

PERFECTLY! ON!

AND WE'RE RELAX,
READY FOR TEST SKALDER!
NUMBER ONE! I'VE TAKEN
PRECAUTIONS!

WHOOPS!
POWER WENT
out!

WHAT
HAPPENED?

THE BATTERIES
ARE COVERED WITH
STEEL PLATES, SO
EVEN IF THEY CRACK

WE'LL BE FINE.




| HEAR WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING
BUT ... DO WE
REALLY NEED ALL -
THAT POWER?




DO You IT'S 50
EXPECT ME SAD AND DARK
TO TOAST MY WITHOUT LIGHTS
BREAD BY ON INSIDE.
HAND?

FOOD WILL
SPOIL WITHOUT
REFRIDGERATION!

A LOT OF THE
EQUIPMENT AT
THE CLINIC WON'T
FUNCTION AT
ALL WITHOUT
ELECTRICITY ...

WE HAVE
TO FIGURE
THIS OUT,
BARLIND.

YOU HAVE ROOT

CELLARS, DON'T

You? pUT YOUR
FOOD THERE.

NO, THAT DUMP
IS LOCKED UP
AND WILL STAY

IF YOU NEED
LIGHT AND
HEAT, USE YOUR
FIREPLACE.

WE MUST AVOID
ACCIDENTS LIKE
THE ONE FIVE

WE GOT ALONG FINE
BEFORE WE HAD WE LOOK FOR
POWER, AND WE'LL A SOLUTION
MANAGE FINE WITHOUT AT ALFRED'S
IT, NOW THAT IT'S

HOW AsouTt

YOU'RE REALLY
GIVING UP THAT
EASILY?

THAT WAY. YEARS AGO.

GETTING US
NOWHERE.

MEETING
1S OVER.
THANKS FOR
COMING.

IT'S NOT EASY
BEING A LEADER,
LINNEA.

YOU'LL NEVER
PLEASE ALL OF
THE PEOPLE ALL

OF THE TIME.

| UNDER-
STAND THAT,

WILL YOU HELP
MR. SUNFLOWER
DOWN THE STEPS?
HE HAS TROUBLE
WITH HIS BACK.




THERE'S A BOX
HANGING IN
MY GRAMPA'S
BEDROOM.

| THINK IT
CONTROLS THE
POWER TO ALL THE
HOUISES IN MATA-
MATA.

IT MUST HAVE 2
BROKE DOWN. [T

LINNEA!
I KNOW HOwW
WE CAN GET THE

POWER BACK!

AND WHAT'S
MY ROLE IN
ALL THIS?

yYou Just
HAVE TO

| KEY, SO WE CAN

GET INSIDE.

MAYBE YOU NEED
MY DAD WOULD

PERMISSION
NEVER GIVE IT FIRST?

HE'D BE
FURIOUS IF |
EVEN ASKED! /!

NEED TO ASK.
YOU CAN JusT
"BORROW” IT
FOR A BIT.

WHAT?! T
CAN'T STEAL
IT FROM HIM!

FINE. T'LL
ot OF COURSE
NOT. WHAT DO
YOU TAKE ME
2
BUT FOR?

NOT A WORD
OF THIS TO
ANYONE!

WE CAN MEET
DOWN ON THE ROAD
AT TWO O'CLOCK IN

THE MORNING.

AND
REMEMBER
THE KEY!




CHAPTER 4

BY VIRTUE OF NECESSITY




YOU'LL BE

A —SNORE=- ‘= -
GOOD LEADER, | = —

LINNEA ...

YOU CAME! %
DO YOU HAVE
THE KEY?




| BROUGHT MATCHES,
GLOVES, HEADPHONES,
A SNACK AND EXTRAS

WHAT ARE

YOU DOING

WITH THAT
HUGE BACK-

, B I'M NOT GOING IN .
I'M SURE
WE'LL FIND THERE WITHOUT | UNDER- i
EVERYTHING WE SOME GROLIND STAND ... L
NEED IN THE RULES. ; i
WORKSHOP.

BUT THERE'S
NO POINT IN
OVERDOING IT.

LET'S JusT
GET THIS OVER
WITH.

PUSH Me
up THE
HILL?




HELLO?

ANYBODY
HOME?

QUIT IT. IT'S WHERE DID
CREEPY ENOUGH YOU SAY THAT
HERE AS IT IS. BOX WAS?

RIGHT
BEHIND THIS

THE POWER

BOX IS N
HERE!

©c¢

NOT A

[ sNOWBALL'S

CHANCE.

\ IT's TOTALLY

IT LASTED FIVE

| YEARS WITHOUT
MAINTENANCE.

INVENTOR, NOT
A MAGICIAN.

YOU THINK

| CAN FIX
EVERYTHING

JusT BY
SNAPPING MY

FINGERS?

—=COUGH=
| SCoUGH=

YOU'RE
HAVING A
SNACK NOW?

WE DIDN'T COME
HERE TO EAT
SANDWICHES.

WORRY. WE'LL

[ FIND sSOMETHING

HERE THAT
CAN ...

L /... WHAT ARE
| You sTARING

" You THINK

3 L’ ' i*. YOU CAN FIX |

COBALT, THE
GARAGE ...




ARE YOUW
DOING THAT?

| BETTER
SEE WHAT

INVENTOR'S LOG:
: APRIL SEVENTH,

GET ouT - YEAR 2586.
OF THERE, |

| NEVER WANT
TO GO IN THAT
GARAGE AGAIN!

VOICE ...
ALFRED?

RUMORS TELL OF A
MACHINE THAT CAN RUN
FOREVER, INDEPENDENT

OF AN EXTERNAL ENERGY |gf

SOURCE.

... BUT WE
INVENTORS AREN'T
LIKE MOST PEOPLE.

MOST PEOPLE
IT'S i CALL IT AN OLD

GRAMPA'S | WIVES TALE ...

| HOLOGRAPHIC

ROBOT!

TODAY WE
FOUND IT ...




... THE INFINITY MACHINE!

SUCH A MACHINE COULD s F - i BUT THE INVENTORS
DOUBTLESS BE USED ~ HAVE MORE

TO SOLVE INNUMERABLE . . PERSONAL PLANS
WORLD PROBLEMS! g » AND DESIRES.




UNFORTUNATELY,
WE WOULD SOON
DISCOVER ...

THE KIND OF
WELCOME THAT
AWAITS UNINVITED
GUESTS.
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ROBOT LEGS! |
THOUGHT WE MIGHT
FIND SOMETHING TO

MAKE THEM WORK
HERE.

WAS THAT ...
GRAMPA?

THE POWER
WENT OUT WHEN |
TRIED TO CONNECT

THEM.

WAIT ...
THIS IS YOUR
FAULT? WHY
DIDN'T YoOu

A MAP! A THAT WHITE
DOT IS MATA-
MATA.

BUT
WHAT'S THE
RED DOT?

YOU'D NEVER
HAVE COME WITH

ME IF | JusT
BLURTED IT

ourt. ONE WHO'LL

GET BLAMED FOR
STEALING THE
KeY!

MAYBE
IT'S WHERE
GRAMPA IS
NOW?

PERFECT! WE CAN SURE
JUST GO GET HIM AND | CAN! LOOK
THEN HE CAN GET THE HERE!

POWER BACK ON! . ’

WHAT'S THE YOU THINK YOU'RE SO
DIFFERENCE? THANKS / SMART, BUT YOU'RE
TO ME WE CAN KILL REALLY JUST AN
TWO BIRDS WITH 3 i EGOMANIAC!
ONE STONE. +—
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G-GUESS
WE GOT SOME
Use out OF

THE BACKPACK
AFTER ALL.




1S THAT
POSSIBLE?

CAPSULES
ARE LIT UP.

¥  THE ROBOT
\ MUST HAVE
|  FILLED THEM UP
WITH ALPHA-
ENERGY!

GIVES ME
AN IDEA.

HOLOGRAPHIC ROBOT
CAN POWER MY



... THEN MAYBE IT CAN CALM DOWN.
PROVIDE POWER TO DON'T PICK | JUST WANT
THE CITY AS WELL? il THAT UP! IT'S TO TRY

‘| DANGEROUS! SOMETHING.

IT
ACTUALLY
WORKED!

="/ BuT WHy Is

IT GLOWING

WHO CARES?
THE POWER'S
BACK ON!

132

ARE YOU

KIDDING?! =

WE'VE GOT
TO SPREAD THE
\ GooD NEws!

WE SHOULD
KEEP IT
SECRET!

7 FOLKS WILL

BE TALKING
ABOUT THIS

HEROES,
LINNEA!




AT v L
WHERE HAVE APPLIANCES
YOU BEEN?!

WERE AT THE

WORKSHOP! |z
WE WERE I
Just ... J

NOONE Was | IFSay

T060IN | A%
. THERE!!!

YOU DEFY ME
THIS WAY? THIS
ISN'T LIKE YOU,

LINNEA!

| MADE LINNEA Lol @ l
COME WITH ME ! R BUT BEFORE

INTO THE WORK- ., YOU SAY ANY-
SHOP. e N, e THING, CHECK

|\ \ THIS ouT!
8 \ - A
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THIS MAP
SHOWS WHERE
GRAMPA 15!

LINNEA AND |
CAN GO GET HIM,

AND THEN HE'LL
\ FIX EVERY-
THING!

PACK AND
LEAVE RIGHT

WE DIDN'T
TALK ABOUT

= LINNEA STAYS F

HERE. SHE'LL

o ‘:747 HELP OUT IN THE y-—..:'-.-
fl

BUT You
CAN GO AHEAD
AND FIND
ALFRED.

&3 TOWN.
9 AND
AFTER HE'S

CLEANED UP
2 % THIS MESS ...

— = ... HE CAN
= ,| i GET LOST
h AGAIN!

L]
&
L
- Y/
el
o

GET LOST
... AGAIN.

FOOD?
WARM CLOTHES?
UINDERWEAR?

AND YOU'RE
ABSOLUTELY )
SURE YOU DON'T
WANT ME TO
COME WITH?

TO DO THIS
ON MY OWN,

mAGINE! W your GRaMPA

YOUR FEET

THE TRIP
CAN'T
POSSIBLY

TAKE MORE
\ THAN A FEW

YOU'RE ON SHOULD SEE You
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COBALT!
WAIT!

LINNEA?
| THOUGHT YOU HAD
TO STAY BEHIND IN
MATA-MATA!

| Just
WANTED TO
SAY SAFE

7 ... AND THANKS
| FORTAKING THE |
\ BLAME BEFORE. |

OH ...
ISN'T THAT
JUST WHAT

} [\ FRENDS DO? &

/" REMEMBER

OUR PINKY-

NOTHING
LASTS
FOREVER.

NOT EVEN ALL THE
TROUBLE | CAUSED
BACK HOME.

| WAS DETERMINED TO
FIND GRAMPA AND PUT
AN END TO ALL THIS
NONSENSE.




T . I_ - -‘. A
> BUT WHAT | A
_ DIDN'T KNOW ... _

... WAS THAT THE

| JOURNEY AHEAD OF |
ME WOULD PRESENT [

FAR GREATER
CHALLENGES.




AUTHOR'S AFTERWORD

Telling stories through drawings is something I find absolutely
compelling, and The Inventor is the kind of story I've always wanted to
tell. It started out as not much more than a few sketches of a little boy
about to embark on a great adventure with his giant turtle. In time, this
vague idea developed into Cobalt Cogg, the village of Mata-Mata and
all of its inhabitants.

'This development could never have happened without all the support
I've received from family and friends, which I am eternally grateful for.
There are also a few people I'd like to single out for some extra attention:

Tonje Tornes and Tormod Lekling, my editors at Egmont. Their
engagement and encouragement to take my ideas to the limit has really
propelled this project in the right direction.

Odin Helgheim, the creator of Ragnarok. To have this kind of sparring
partner to bounce ideas off of has been invaluable. Not just anyone can
sit around for hours discussing how to make flames from a living hair

dryer look good.
Working on this book series is a joy, and I hope that after reading

The Hunt for the Infinity Machine, you're just as excited as me to
find out where the journey goes from here.

L ar- /M Frikgun
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THE HUNT FOR THE INFINITY MACHINE
















