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English sample translation available

Johanna, an artist, has spent the last three decades living in the US with her husband
and their son. After her husband dies, Johanna returns to her native Norway. A gallery
has invited her to create a retrospective exhibition, with a new, commissioned work as
its centrepiece.

Johanna rents an apartment by the fjord, and a small cabin in the woods on the
outskirts of the city. As she traverses the city, back and forth between the two places,
she searches for a sense of direction in the work ahead of her, and for a discovery to
bridge her past to the present.

What remains of the life Johanna left behind in Norway, several decades ago? What is
she expecting to find upon her return? And what if that something should choose not
to appear?

Vigdis Hjorth's novel /s Mother Dead is a riveting, immersive story about the most
fundamental longings and disappointments of our lives. In her unmistakable voice, the
author blends deep psychological insight and keen empathy with perspectives from
art and literature. At the heart of this novel lies the question of what it means to come
to terms with one’s past, when neither making amends nor letting go is an option.

Longlisted for the 2023 International Booker Prize
Nominated for the 2020 Nordic Council Literature Prize, the 2020 Brage Prize, the
2020 Literary Critics’ Prize and the 2021 Young Readers’ Critics’ Prize

'(...) an intergenerational bust-up that
sends sparks flying. It's profoundly
shocking, brutally honest, and
intelligently conceived. The literary

Vigdis Hjorth
Er mor ded

% exploration of the mother-daughter
z%) : relationship in /s Mother Dead is
»%%f * @M both universal and courageous - and
I@é%}_j delivered with linguistic aplomb and

= stylistic confidence displaying
Hjorth's usual quality.'
Dagbladet

'Vigdis Hjorth is back at her best,
with a raw and painful book (...) Brave
and uncompromising.'

Dagsavisen
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Vigdis Hjorth (b. 1959) has made an exciting
literary career and has written many popular
books for both children and adults. Today she is
an award-winning author and one of Norway's
most interesting, contemporary writers.

She has won a number of prizes and awards,
amongst them: The Gyldendal Prize in 2011, the
Critics Award in 2012, The Honorary Brage
Award and the Amalie Skram Award in 2014, The
Aschehoug Award in 2015 and the Booksellers
Prize in 2016.

Her books have been published in 27 countries.

Foreign sales

Brazil, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark
(Turbine), Finland (Schildts & Soderstroms),
France, Germany, Greece (Potamos Publishers),
Hungary, Italy (Fazi Editore), Netherlands,
Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden (Natur &
Kultur), Turkey, UK/US (Verso Books)

Previous titles

Selected:

The Teacher's Song, 2018

hush, 2018

What's With Mother?, 2017
Wills and Testament, 2016
A Norwegian House, 2014

Rightsholder

Cappelen Damm Agency
NO-0055 Oslo

+47 21 61 65 00
foreignrights@cappelendamm.no
www.cappelendammagency.no

Video
See YouTube for the author's presentation
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. a «Heidi Linde skriver st det
suser om familie, barn og de
vanskelige valgene midt i livet.»

GABRIEL MICHAEL
VOSGRAFF MORO, VG

Dette er
frydefull lesning.»
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English sample translation available

About trust and betrayal, motherhood and sexuality.

Vigdis’ marriage has lasted for twenty-two years, but she desires nothing more than to
escape it. But how can she justify leaving a husband who isn’t violent, doesn’t drink
and doesn't sleep around, a man who is a good father? Maybe it's just a matter of
expectations and lowering the bar. But how low can the bar go before self-loathing
takes the upper hand, before you start to suffocate, before you're dying?

Linn has always been the pretty girl. Now she’s discovering that she no longer turns
men’s heads on the street. If her power of attraction is gone, who is she supposed to
be now?

Coincidence weaves the tales of Vigdis and Linn into one another. By necessity, both
end up in places quite different to where they started.

«Heidi Linde skriver

'Heidi Linde writes wonderfully about
T family, children and the difficult
choices at life's mid-way point.'

a STAVANGER AFTENBLAD

VG, 5 out of 6 stars

HVA HUN
KLAGER OVER 'Here is a literary lifebuoy to those of
you spending a little too much quality
time with your families this summer
(...) Heidi Linde writes keenly and
identifiably on relationships between
modern couples (...) it's joyous
reading.'
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Heidi Linde (b. 1973) is a genuinely talented
writer, and writes a warm, yet vivid prose about
characters that will touch your heart.

She has been a rising star since her debut novel
Under the Table (2002) made it to the main
selection in Norway's major book club, but her
big breakthrough came with her third novel, Yes,
We Can! (2011).

She is also one of few plot driven women writers
to traverse the gender gap; the reviewers
obviously see her as a writer for both men and
women (and compare her to giants like Nick
Hornby and Jonathan Frantzen).

Foreign sales
Denmark (Turbine), Sweden (Bazar/Bonnier)

Previous titles
Selected:

Numbered days, 2017
Agnes in bed, 2012
Yes We Canl, 2011

Children's books:

The Different Lives of Olivia, 2019

Pym Petterson's Disastrous Pen Pal, 2013
Pym Petterson's Disastrous School Trip, 2012
Pym Petterson's Disastrous Family, 2012

Rightsholder

Gyldendal Agency

P.O. Box 6860 St. Olavs plass
NO-0130 Oslo

+47 957 81 640
foreignrights@gyldendal.no
http://agency.gyldendal.no

Video
See YouTube for the author's presentation
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English sample translation available

Mani is a recent economics graduate and has just got a job at the Ministry of
Childhood and Adolescence. He's a young man who lives with his father in an
apartment in Haugenstua, a 1960s tower-block development in north-eastern Oslo,
and he has a girlfriend he thinks he's going to marry. He would have preferred to put
his skills to use in the private business sector, where prestige and money count, since
he is painfully aware that both his girlfriend and the environment around him only
regard the “public sector” with disdain. It doesn’t pay well either.

His new working life implies adjusting to a new set of values in which an old
apartment in the city's old town is coveted more than Mani's new, expensive
apartment in posh Skillebekk, and in which Mani’s regular kebab shop is “genuine”
and ranks higher than the Theater Café. At the same time, Mani becomes a proud
contributor to the great common project called The State.

Yellow Book is a novel about class and belonging, about the lives we live and what
defines them. It is also a tale about where we come from and where we're going. It's a
long way from Haugenstua to the heart of government.

Nominated for the 2020 Norwegian Booksellers' Prize

Fra forfatteren av | Tante Ulrikkes vei

Zeshan Shakar
Gul bok

abundance of material from
\ disparate cultures, fixes a keen eye
\ on his surroundings, and writes with
‘ humour, sincerity and warmth. (...)

- Yellow Book appears to be

'Read it in a single sitting! (...) Zeshan
Shakar reveals himself to be that
rarest of writers: He takes an

s | meticulously and inspiringly written,
/I \ . ] and Shakar exhibits clear literary

i \\ talent.'

}\u\‘y\ VG, 6 out of 6 stars

Lo

'An exceptional storytelling talent.
[...] With Yellow Book, Shakar proves
that Our Street was by no means a
fluke (...)."

Bergens Tidende, 5 out of 6 stars
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Zeshan Shakar (b. 1982) was born and raised in
Stovner, Oslo.

For his first novel, Our Street (2017), he was
presented the Tarjei Vesaas debutant award.

Previous titles
Our Street, 2017

Rightsholder

Gyldendal Agency

P.O. Box 6860 St. Olavs plass
NO-0130 Oslo

+47 957 81 640
foreignrights@gyldendal.no
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See YouTube for the author's presentation
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English sample translation available

Who will shoulder a responsibility that nobody can really manage?

In The One Needful Thing the reader gains insight into the daily life of a wholly
ordinary family that has ceased to be ordinary. Lea lies in bed playing Hay Day on her
iPad and wonders whether she has chronic fatigue syndrome. Her sister Rakel
balances along a tightrope in her role as the primary care provider for intellectually
disabled Benjamin, for whom Lea no longer has the strength to be a mother. Gudrun,
the sisters’ mother, is focused on being there for her third daughter Linda and her
family. One day when Benjamin is dropped off at home after spending a weekend in
respite care, Rakel is not there to receive him.

The One Needful Thing is both humorous and serious, a continuation of the themes
explored in A Tale of Terrible Times from 2017: Who will shoulder a responsibility that
nobody can really manage in the age of individualism? And can a balance be found
between freedom and obligation within the community, or even among the members
of the same family?

Winner of the 2020 P2-listeners’ Novel Prize
Nominated for the 2020 Brage Prize, the 2020 Norwegian Booksellers' Prize and the
2021 Young Readers’ Critics’ Prize

'Intense and essential reading (...)
One of the highlights of the autumn
book releases!'

OLAUG
NILSSEN

YT ETTER EVNE,
FA ETTER BEHOV

Bergensavisen, 6 out of 6 stars

Roman

'So ruthlessly and compassionately
written that the reader gasps for
breath. (...) There is no shortage of
joie de vivre in Nilssen’'s most recent
books, but it is communicated
through gritted teeth.’

Dagens Neeringsliv

'Enraged and humorous with
something important to get off its
chest.'

Bergens Tidende, 5 out of 6 stars
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Olaug Nilssen (b. 1977) made her real
breakthrough in 2005 with Turn Me On, Dammit
(Fa meg pa, for faen). The book breaks taboos in
relation to young people and sexuality and
defined a whole generation. Since then she has
written books in many genres and made her
mark as an unusual and important voice in
Norwegian literature.

Foreign sales
Denmark (TURBINE forlaget), The Netherlands
(Uitgeverij Oevers)

Awards
The 2021 Fritt Ord Foundation Prize
The 2017 Brage Prize

Previous titles

Selected:

A Tale of Terrible Times, 2017
Big And Ugly, 2013

Rightsholder

Winje Agency
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See YouTube for the author's presentation
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English sample translation available

A novel about a woman with a strong will and a weak heart.

We live our lives surrounded by others. We may believe we know who we are, but will
never find out how others see us and what role we play in their lives. The following
facts are true about Margrete Ecker: She is 52 and still beautiful. She has a son. She
has inherited an apartment and been wise enough with her money that she’s now
financially independent. She has a strong will, but a weak heart: she’s going to need a
new one.

But who is Margrete Ecker? My Catalogue of Men is her story told by some of the men
who - with joy, sorrow, or bitterness, voluntarily or otherwise, consciously or
unwittingly — have been a part of her life. What have they understood about her, and

what has Margrete understood about herself and the life she lives? They have all
known Margrete Ecker, but none see the same woman.
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Helene Uri holds a PhD in linguistics and worked
for twelve years at the University of Oslo as an
Associate Professor before she left to become a
full time writer.

She made her literary debut in 1995 with a novel
for adolescents, Anna on Friday and published
her first novel for adults Deep Red 315 in 2001.
Honey Tongues was published to acclaim the
following year.

In 2006, she published Norway's first campus
novel, The Best Among Us, which stayed on the
National bestseller list for 52 weeks and has
become a cult novel, sold in 80, 000 copies. A
Righteous Man followed in 2009, a modern
family drama in the wake of Ingmar Bergman, a
story about people who hurt each other because
they love each other.

In 2011 she published Bitches, a devilish, wise
and witty book about four women taking action
and doing something about the kind of the men
who use women as foot stools. Clearing Out
followed in 2013, her most personal and moving
book so far. In 2018 she awarded the prestigious
Brage Prize for her critically acclaimed non-
fiction book Who Said What?

Foreign Sales: Helene Uri's books have been
translated into 14 languages.

Foreign sales
Macedonia (Feniks)

Previous titles

Who said What? (Hvem sa hva?), 2018
Clearing Out (Rydde ut), 2013

Bitches (Kjerringer), 2011

A Righteous Man (Den rettferdige), 2009

The Best Among Us (De beste blant oss), 2006
Nylon Angel (Engel av nylon), 2003

Honey Tongues (Honningtunger), 2002

Rightsholder

Gyldendal Agency

P.O. Box 6860 St. Olavs plass
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See YouTube for the author's presentation
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English sample translation available

Reptile Memoirs, Silje O. Ulstein’s debut novel, has gained widespread attention
already before its Norwegian publication and was instantly preempted in three
territories.

The novel is a dark, daring and highly original psychological thriller about shame,
loneliness and forbidden desires, in which the author explores whether it is possible
to shed one's skin and become someone else entirely. The story plays out and shifts
between two time-levels: The early 2000's where three flat-mates in their twenties
decide to get a baby tiger python as pet. And 2017, where an 11-year old girl goes
missing.

Winner of the 2021 Aschehoug Debutant Prize

'A stranglehold of a thriller. Finally an
addition to the genre that defies
every cliche and that with its
originality and glowing prose, sets a
new standard for what the reader
can expect from a psychological
suspense novel. Reptile Memoirs is
brave, ambitous, intense and deeply
terrifying.'

Gutkind publisher Jacob Sgndergaard

'(...) a masterful, disturbing and
incredibly well-written psychological
thriller'

(O «Den beste norske krimdebuten pa mange ar.»
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Maria Sathe, Literary Director Wahlstrom &
Widstrand
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Silje O. Ulstein (b. 1984) has a Master's Degree
in Literature from the University of Oslo, and has
studied creative writing at Skrivekunstakademiet
in Bergen. Reptile Memoirs is her first novel.

Foreign sales
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Dutch (AW Bruna, preempt), French (Actes Sud,
auction), German (btb Random House), Hebrew
(Matar Publishing House), Icelandic (Forlagid),
Italian (Marsilio Editori, preempt), Polish
(Publicat S.A), Romanian (Crime Scene Press),
Russian (Exmo, auction), Swedish (Wahlstrom &
Widstrand, preempt), Turkish (Eksik Parca),
World English Rights (Grove Atlantic, auction)

Rightsholder
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See YouTube for the author's presentation
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English sample translation available

Being grown-up is to let go of the chaos of adolescence, to stand steadily on your own
two feet, to have financial security and control over your own life. It is also
responsibility, logistics and freedom. Do we manage to hold on to who we are and still
enjoy the fun and curiosity we had earlier in life?

Linn Skaber’s first book Being Young was the best selling YA-book in Norway in 2018.
It received fantastic reviews, several awards, and is sold to six countries so far. Being
Grown-up was launched in Norway in August, and has already sold 10 000 copies.
The author uses her own and others’ experiences and stories to create fictional
stories. She writes about desire and beginnings, about loneliness, wrinkles, exercise
hysteria, worries for your children, breakups, thoughts about getting older — and
smells we never forget.

As in her first book, she is describing different aspects and feelings that can occur in
life. The hallmark of these stories is that they are recognizable. They are written with a
light, humorous touch, but always with an underlying sincerity shining through.

Being Grown-up is beautifully illustrated by Lisa Aisato, one of Norway's most
celebrated illustrators with numerous bestsellers and awards.

'What a lovely book! It gives us a
valuable reminder both of what life
was, and what life will be again.... Itis
warm and beautiful, vulnerable and
sad, but also very funny. Linn Skaber
writes with a light touch —and Lisa
Aisato’s illustrations are examples of
great storytelling.'
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LISA AISATO '(...) with their wryly humorous,

moving and sweet take on life, the
two make an excellent pair.'

Dagbladet
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Linn Skéber is an actor, comedian and writer,
and has participated in a number of revues,
theatre productions and films. She has written
for both theatre and TV, and edited an anthology
of erotic poetry. Her first book Being Young is so
far sold to six countries.

Foreign sales

Denmark (Peoples Press), Hungary (Scolar),
Poland (Wydawnictwo Literackie), Slovenia (KUD
Sodobnost), Russia (Foliant)

Awards

Nominated to Hedda prisen 2020

Nominated to Uprisen 2019

Winner of the Riksmaal society Children and YA
prize 2018

Previous titles
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See YouTube for the author's presentation
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