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On May 25th, 1928 the Italian airship ”Italia” was wrecked north of Svalbard. It
was on its way back from an expedition to the North Pole which had made
headlines all over Europe. The wreck marked the beginning of one of the
greatest rescue operations in Arctic history. The rescue action soon became part
of a high political game for the Northern areas. On June 18th the old Polar
heroe Roald Amundsen left Tromsø to join the race together with five others on
board the French plane ”Latham”. Three hours later signals were received from
the plane on its way to Bjørnøya. This is the last time we hear from Roald
Amundsen. ”Latham” and the entire crew disappeared without a trace.
In 1928 Roald Amundsen was 56 years old. He had financial problems, his last
expeditions had been heavily critized, he was an aging Polar heroe with a faded
reputation. The rescue action of the ”Latham” was simply necessary in order for
him to reestablish himself in the eyes of the public. But the expedition was
poorly equipped and badly organized. Did Amundsen realize the risk he was
taking? And what happened to the plane and the crew on board?
Monica Kristensen is known as one of Norway’s finest crime writers of today,
and is also highly successful as a nonfiction writer. In Amundsens siste reise she
invests her skill as a storyteller in a material that she knows better than most,
viz. the history of the Arctic. Based on so far unpublished sources she deliveres
a sharp and moving portrait of Amundsen while at the same time examining an
unknown part of our Arctic history – and telling a dramatic and incredible story
from the North.
A documentary page-turner that sheds a light on the last days of one of
Norway’s national heros.
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'It is a pleasure to read a text
that is so clearly written with
knowledge and passion, drive
and commitment, and a buildup that reads like crime fiction.'
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