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Åsmund H. Eikenes (b. 1986) holds a PhD in
cellular biology from the Centre for Cancer
Biomedicine at the University of Oslo. He has a
great ability to impart specialist knowledge to the
layman.

Foreign sales
Hungary

Rightsholder
HAGEN AGENCY by Eirin Hagen
Lindemans gate 3 D
NO-0267 Oslo
Tel:   +47 22 46 52 54 
Mob: +47 93 41 10 56
hagency@online.no
www.hagenagency.no

Åsmund  H. Eikenes

Your hands. A voyage of
discovery from fins to fingers
Handboka. Alt du vil vite om hendene dine – og
litt til

Genre: Non-Fiction
Category: Popular Science
Publisher: Samlaget
Year: 2016
Pages: 183
English sample translation available

Your hands are the result of evolution over billions of years. Biologist Åsmund H.
Eikenes takes us on a journey from the primordial soup to your hands. How do they
work and how do they communicate with the brain? How does the skin protect us
from harmful bacteria and viruses? What if we lose a finger, will we be able to produce
a new one in the laboratories of the future?

Åsmund H. Eikenes relates a host of engaging narratives about recent science,
medical breakthroughs and fascinating discoveries, all with your hands as the starting
point. This book is a voyage of discovery into biology, a journey back in time, into the
body and towards future scientific advances. 

In this accessible and captivating book you will also become more familiar with your
own hands through observations and small experiments.
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Christian Refsum (b. 1962) is Professor in
Comparative Literature at the University of Oslo.
He has published several works, among them
Lyrikkens liv. Innføring i diktlesning (with
Christian Janss, 2. ed. 2010), Kyssing og slåssing.
Fire kapitler om film (with Eivind Røssaak, 2005)
and Litteraturvitenskapelig leksikon (with Unni
Solberg and Jakob Lothe, 2007). 
Refsum has also written several fiction titles,
among them the novel No Witness for the
Witness (2007).

Rightsholder
Universitetsforlaget
Att: Cecilie Ulstein-Brokner
P. O. Box 508 Sentrum
NO-0105 Oslo
Tel: +47 24 14 75 24
cecilie.ulstein-brokner@universitetsforlaget.no
www.universitetsforlaget.no

Christian Refsum

Love as Religion. Passion and
longing in the film and literature of
the 2000s
Kjærlighet som religion. Lidenskap og lengsel i
film og litteratur på 2000-tallet

Genre: Non-Fiction
Category:
Publisher: Universitetsforlaget
Year: 2016
Pages: 200
English sample translation available

“And so they lived happily ever after” – That’s how the fairy tales end. But what
happiness consists of, the fairy tales do not tell us. 
700-page novels do not address happy love either. They tend to deal more with
jealousy, longing and conflict, misunderstandings, betrayal, suffering and sacrifice –
anything other than two people living together in harmony. This does not mean that
love is impossible, but rather that the writers refuse to write about a shared life that is
free of problems. Happiness only seems to be suitable material for song lyrics. Fairy
tales, novels and films tend instead to dwell on everything that frustrates the union,
whether it all turns out well in the end, as in comedies, or badly, as in tragedies. When
I was preparing this book, I therefore understood that I could not write about “love in
recent films and literature”, as originally planned. I discovered that it was better to
write about what the books and films actually deal with: suffering and longing, and
faith and hope in love: love as religion.
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Ole Martin Høystad (b. 1947) is professor em. of
interdisciplinary cultural studies at the University
College of Southeast Norway. He has also been
professor at the University of  Odense, Denmark.
He holds a PhD in Scandinavian Literature.
Høystad has published several books on
literature, philosophy and history of culture. In
2008 he was co-author of the first Scandinavian
introduction to cultural studies, Nye kulturstudier
(New cultural studies, published also in Danish
in 2010). 

In 2003 he published Hjertets kulturhistorie (a
second expanded edition in 2011), published as
A History of the Heart by Reaktion Books in 2007.
Besides English, the book has been translated
into German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Korean
and a number of other languages as one of the
most translated Norwegian books of non-fiction.

Foreign sales
Bulgaria, Denmark, Egypt, Germany, The
Netherlands, Russia, Serbia, Sweden, Ukraine

Rightsholder
HAGEN AGENCY by Eirin Hagen
Lindemans gate 3 D
NO-0267 Oslo
Mob: +47 93 41 10 56
post@hagenagency.no
hagenagency.no

Ole Martin Høystad

The Search for the Soul. A
Cultural History
Sjelens betydning. En kulturhistorie

Genre: Non-Fiction
Category: Cultural History
Publisher: Aschehoug
Year: 2016
Pages: 335
English sample translation available

Throughout history, the soul has been regarded as the core of the human being and
as an expression of the individual’s personality. Most people also feel they have one,
although it is hard to explain what the soul exactly is. This is the aim of this book. By
following the stages of the fateful drama of the soul from antiquity to present day, the
book examines what significance it still may have in the 21st century.
The historical significance of the soul has, however, been contested since the age of
Enlightenment, when the scientific explanation of the world prevailed. Consequently,
some people claim that the soul is reduced to a religious concept and subject to
belief, while others assert that it has been replaced by the psyche of modern
psychology, something irrational and subject to therapy. But this reduced significance
seems contradicted by the central position the soul holds as a motif in modern
literature, from Dostoyevsky and Hamsun to Virginia Woolf and John M. Coetzee. This
book tells the reader how the depiction of the soul in fictional literature and the
conception of it in philosophy have formed the images and stories of the soul in
Western culture that we still carry with us as a palimpsest that has been imprinted on
our minds.

Since we live in a multicultural global age, the conception of the soul in Buddhism and
the Islam of Arabic culture is also discussed. By this actualisation, the book
demonstrates how one has to understand “the other ones”, the strangers, in order to
understand oneself – which is the final goal of this intellectually stimulating book.

'A CULTURAL HISTORY FOR
PLEASURE AND BENEFIT
Høystad is a learned scholar, and
uses his knowledges to something
that resembles enlightenment for the
public (...) the reader gets a guided
tour through history, showing how
the soul has been conceived. (…) he
also includes chapters on the
conception of the soul in Buddhism
and Islam. (…) it is a relieving
pleasure when academics choose to
spread their knowledge in such a
smooth and easily understandable
way.'

Dagbladet
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Tore Linné Eriksen (b. 1945) is a historian, non-
fiction writer and a professor emeritus in
development studies at Oslo and Akershus
University College. He has written a number of
books that have won awards at national and
international level. 
He has been a keen observer of events in the
whole of southern Africa since the 1960s, both
as a researcher and participant in the anti-
apartheid struggle.  A combination of broad
insight and vibrant enthusiasm make The History
of South Africa a unique book.

Rightsholder
HAGEN AGENCY by Eirin Hagen
Lindemans gate 3 D
NO-0267 Oslo
Tel:   +47 22 46 52 54 
Mob: +47 93 41 10 56
hagency@online.no
www.hagenagency.no

Tore Linné Eriksen

The History of South Africa. Pre-
colonial society, apartheid and
liberation
Sør-Afrikas historie. Førkoloniale samfunn,
apartheid og frigjøring

Genre: Non-Fiction
Category: History
Publisher: Portal Forlag
Year: 2016
Pages: 204
English sample translation available

In this important work, Tore Linné Eriksen presents a broad narrative about the
extraordinary, tumultuous history of South Africa. Stretching from the societies that
created rich and vibrant cave paintings almost 30,000 years ago, through colonisation
to the free South Africa of today.

The History of South Africa has been received enthusiastically by critics, who have
emphasized how it is an expert account that is simultaneously engaging due to its
unadorned, accessible style and the author’s obvious passion for the subject matter.
Overarching historical event is juxtaposed with individuals on the ground level. 

Richly illustrated with maps and photographs, timelines and fact boxes, in addition to
an overview of elections, presidents and prime ministers.

'The history book we were in need of
has finally arrived (...) masterfully
written and a treasure for anyone
interested in South Africa’s history
and the challenges ahead facing the
country and its people.'

Ny Tid

' will become a standard reference
work.'

Vårt Land

'(...) a highly topical, informative and
accessible book on the history of
South Africa.'

Bistandsaktuelt
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Gry Moursund (b. 1969) has a degree in
illustration and graphic design from The National
School of Arts and Crafts. She has received a
number of awards for her books.

Foreign sales
Denmark (Turbine), South Korea (Charlie Book),
Sweden (Lilla Piratförlaget)

Rightsholder
Gyldendal Agency
P.O. Box 6860 St. Olavs plass
NO-0130 Oslo
Tel: +47 22 03 41 00
foreignrights@gyldendal.no
http://eng.gyldendal.no

Gry Moursund

Three Cars and a Dead Cat
Tre biler og en død katt

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Picture Book
Publisher: Gyldendal
Year: 2016
Pages: 48
English sample translation available

An exciting cat murder tale that unravels in a fantastic seventies universe.

There are only three cars on the island. That is still one too many when one of them
runs over the nicest cat in the world. Who can the murderer be? The shop owner, who
swears on the life of his parents, although they are already dead? Karsten
Oppihaugen, who knows more curse words than anyone else on the island? Or could
it be Laila, the taxi driver no one really knows, and who has a slightly scary dog called
Alex?

Winner of the Ministry of Culture’s Literature Prize 2016

'A story that makes a strong
impression on the children.'

VG
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Trude Tjensvold (b. 1964) is an illustrator and
designer. This is her first book.

Foreign sales
Denmark

Rightsholder
Saga Literary Agency
rights@samlaget.no
+47 45 25 51 10

Trude Tjensvold

Bo Moves Out
Bo flyttar ut

Genre: Children
Category: Picture Book
Publisher: Samlaget
Year: 2016
Pages: 32
Complete English version is available

This is an imaginative picture book about feeling ignored. Bo the Cat was like the cat
who got the cream before Viktor the Dog moved in. He takes Bo’s place in the
mistress’s bed. The mistress used to give Bo  fried bacon and cooked fish, but now
she only serves liver, because that’s what Viktor wants. The mistress seems to be
more interested in Viktor the Dog than Bo the Cat. There’s only one thing to be done,
and that is to find somewhere else to live. So Bo sets out into the world to find a new
home where there are no dogs.

This picture book is bursting with humour and colour, and captures how it feels to be
ignored. When faced with the dangers of the big wide world, however, Bo realises
how good things were at home with the dog and his mistress. 
A classic story with engaging illustrations.
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Ragnar Aalbu (b. 1966) is a popular picture book
illustrator. He received the Ministry of Culture's
Debutant Prize in 2004. He has also given
separate exhibitions.

Foreign sales
Denmark (Turbine)

Rightsholder
Cappelen Damm Agency
NO-0055 Oslo
Tel: +47 21 61 65 00
foreignrights@cappelendamm.no
www.cappelendammagency.no

Ragnar Aalbu

Crocodile in The Tree
Krokodille i treet

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Picture Book
Publisher: Cappelen Damm
Year: 2015
Pages: 48
English sample translation available

The little red crocodile is out walking in the mist. Crocodile likes mist, and this is a
really misty day! But suddenly he is scared by something that looks like a wolf, and
oops! Little Crocodile is high up in a high tree.

Despite its apparent simplicity and spontaneity, on one level this picture-book is a
dream-like allegory of belonging and alienation, while on a more concrete, down-to-
earth level it is mostly about getting away safely from a tight corner.

Nominated for the Nordic Council Children and Young People’s Literature Prize 2016.

‘Aalbu communicates confidently,
using humour in both the text and
the pictures.’

Østlands-Posten

''This is not the first time Ragnar
Aalbu has played with literary
references and operated on several
levels simultaneously. (…) The simple
text and the clear colours are a
pleasure to behold.'

Barnebokkritikk.no
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Øyvind Torseter is an artist. He has created many
picture books and given individual as well as
collective exhibitions.

Winner of the Bologna Ragazzi Award 2008, and
the Nordic Council's Literary Prize for Children
and Young Adults 2014 (together with Håkon
Øvreås).

Foreign sales
Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Italy, The
Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, USA

Awards
Norwegian Critics' Prize for Literature, Best
Children's and Young Adult Book 2015

Previous titles
SELECTED PREVIOUS TITLES:
Brune (Brown), 2013
Koblinger (Connections), 2013
Hullet (The Hole), 2012
Gravenstein, 2009
Avstikkere (Detours), 2007
For en neve havre, (A Fistfull of Oats) ,2005
Klikk, 2004

Rightsholder
Cappelen Damm Agency
NO-0055 Oslo
Tel: +47 21 61 65 00
foreignrights@cappelendamm.no
www.cappelendamm.no

Øyvind Torseter

Mule Boy
Mulegutten

Genre: Children And Young Adults
Category: Picture Book
Publisher: Cappelen Damm
Year: 2015
Pages: 120
ISBN: 9788202477004
Complete English sample translation available

The story of Mule Boy is based on the Norwegian fairy tale about “The Troll Who Had
No Heart.” 

The king has sent six of his seven sons out into the world to find suitable princesses.
The sons don’t return and Mule Boy insists on finding out what has happened to his
brothers. He discovers that the troll has turned his brothers and their brides into
stone. He makes his way into the mountain to get hold of the troll and free the
princess whom the troll has captured. 

This is a charming twist on an old Norwegian fairy tale. There is a lot of humour and
amusing dialogue in the book. It is dramatic and thrilling to accompany the Mule Boy
into the mountain and the princess is both spunky and full of gumption. We know
Mule Boy from previous books. 

The illustrations are beautiful, humorous and imaginative in use of line and colour.

Winner of the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis 2018 for best picture book and the
Norwegian Critics' Prize for Literature, Best Children's and YA Book 2015.
Finalist for the 2022 Premio Orbil in the category graphic novel.
Nominated for the Nordic Council Children and YA Literature Prize 2016.

'Torseter is an entertaining story-
teller, in both words and pictures.'

Dagbladet

‘Curiosity, adventurousness and
courage characterise the young
prince (...). Curiosity is a word that
can also be used when talking about
Torseter himself – the result is a
fantastic picture book that both
children and adults will love.’

NRK
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Iben Akerlie (b. 1988) has a degree in special
education. She works as an actor and has played
in several films and tv-series. Lol Lars is her first
novel.

Foreign sales
Albanian (Dituria), Arabic (Dar Al-Muna),
Bulgarian (Perseus Publishing House), Danish
(Gyldendal), Estonian (Eesti Raamat), Georgian
(Sulakauri Publishing), German (Carl Hanser
Verlag), Italian (De Agostini), Korean (Beautiful
People), Polish (Adamantan), Russian (Piter
Publishing House), Spanish (Latin America -
Intermedio Editora), Swedish (Lilla Piratförlaget),
Turkish (Sola Unitas), Ukrainian (The Old Lion
Publishing House)
Film rights: Nordisk Film Production A/S

Awards
Nominated for The Norwegian Booksellers' Prize
2016, The Norwegian Children & YA Author's
Association First Book Prize 2016, The Book
Blogger Prize 2016, The Children's Book Prize
2017 (Bergen Library) and the “Boksluker" Prize
2017.

Rightsholder
Oslo Literary Agency
Tel: +47 952 24 408
evy.tillman@osloliteraryagency.no
www.osloliteraryagency.no

Iben Akerlie

Lol Lars
Lars er Lol

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Novel
Publisher: Aschehoug
Year: 2016
Pages: 230

Amanda is looking forward to starting school after summer. Mainly because of Adam,
who she is madly in love with, but also because she is going to be school buddy to a
cute little first grader. It all becomes a bit difficult when she is told to look after Lars,
the new boy in class with Downs syndrome. Amanda feels pressured: Can she be
close friend to Lars and still have a chance to be popular among the cool kids in
class? And how can she get Adam’s attention?

Amanda gets twirled up in something she really doesn’t want to be a part of: She
starts shearing mean pictures of Lars. She betrays Lars and herself, and disappoints
everyone. How can she get back on her feet, make things up with Lars and fix her
broken reputation? It turns out to be a long and humiliating road filled with trials and
selfabasement, told with large amounts of humor.

Winner of the ARK Children's Book Prize 2016

Nominated for the 2016 Norwegian Children & YA Authors’ Association First Book
Prize, the 2016 Book Blogger Prize, the 2017 Children’s Book Prize (Bergen Library),
the 2017 “Boksluker” Prize

'A humanistic accomplishment of a
children´s book. (...) LOL Lars melted
this reader's heart. (...) This is a
perfect read.'

VG, 6 out of 6 stars

'... super charming.'

Dagbladet
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Christian Wiik Gjerde (b. 1981) is an educator
and has worked both as a teacher and presenter
in NRK Super TV / NRK P1 Radio. He is now a
producer for Rikskonsertene («The national
concerts»).

Foreign sales
Germany, Russia

Rightsholder
Saga Literary Agency
rights@samlaget.no
+47 45 25 51 10
www.sagaliteraryagency.no

Christian Wiik Gjerde

The Search for the Four-Leaf
Clover
Jakta på firkløveren

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Novel
Publisher: Samlaget
Year: 2016
Pages: 326
English sample translation available

The summer holidays are here. Alvar and Jens swim with Goldie, search for four-leaf
clovers, have club meetings in the tree house. In fact, they do all the fun things one
can do on an island. And soon a new kid will be moving into the big old rambling
house. Now they will be three – it‘s got to be triple fun! But when the new boy arrives,
Alvar understands that the summer is going to be quite different from what he had
imagined. There is jealousy, quarrels and intrigues. Alvar must find the little hero in
himself, and quickly.

The Search for the Four-Leaf Clover is a warm and exiting story.
A forthcoming classic!

norla.no



Authors Timo Parvela from Finland and Bjørn
Sortland from Norway, together with Finnish
illustrator Pasi Pitkänen, have created a
fascinating world where friendships are put in
the balance in the unexplored reaches of outer
space. These books are being published
simultaneously in Finland and Norway.

Bjørn Sortland (b. 1968) is an award-winning
Norwegian author whose many works include
picture books as well as children’s and YA
novels. His books have been translated into more
than 20 languages. Sortland’s writing is suffused
with humour, while his books also take the
problems typically encountered by children and
young people seriously.

Foreign sales
Chinese (simplified), Czech, Dutch, Estonian,
Faroese, French, German, Hungarian, Icelandic,
Korean, Latvian, Netherlands, Russian, Spanish,
Swedish, Turkish, Ukranian

Rightsholder
Bonnier Rights Finland
Korkeavuorenkatu 37
FIN-00130 Helsinki
Finland
info@bonnierrights.fi 
www.bonnierrights.fi

T. Parvela
B. Sortland

KEPLER62
KEPLER62

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Novel (Series)
Publisher: WSOY (Finland) + Piggsvin forlag (Norway)
Year: 2015-2020
Pages: 128

Overpopulation has caused earth’s natural resources to diminish and people are
struggling to survive. Thirteen-year-old Ari is looking after his little brother Joni, who
has fallen ill with a mysterious virus. The boys manage to get hold of a copy of
Kepler62, the newest computer game that everyone’s talking about and which is
supposed to be almost impossible to complete. Working together, the brothers
manage the impossible and they soon discover that Kepler62 is more than just a
game. It’s an invitation – one that the boys will accept.

An award-winning series about a group of children who are sent away to investigate
whether the distant planet Kepler62 is capable of sustaining life, because earth’s
resources are diminishing at an alarmingly fast rate. Their story is gripping and moves
from one book to the next with cliff-hangers at the end of each instalment.

Series 1: Kepler62: 1: The Invitation (2015) 2: The Countdown (2015), 3: The Voyage
(2016), 4: The Pioneers (2016), 5: The Virus (2017), 6: The Secret (2017).
Season 2: Kepler62 The New World: 1: Two Tribes (2018), 2: The Island (2019), 3: The
Whisperer’s Lair (2019), 4: The Cave - Due July 2020, 5: Gaia - Due September 2020.

The Voyage won the 2016 Blogistania Junior Prize
Books in the series have been nominated for the several Finnish and Norwegian
prizes

'The series gets off to such a flying
start that you can’t help but be
absorbed into its far from ordinary
world.'

Savon sanomat

'Parvela and Sortland bring up many
themes that add depth to their
dystopia, while the book is still
primarily an entertaining and fast-
moving novel. (...) it also draws in the
kinds of kids who tend not to enjoy
books. (...) After all, who doesn’t love
a well-written adventure?'

Lumiomena (blog)
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Heidi Sævareid is a Norwegian author, translator
and literary critic. Sævareid has a master in
Nordic Literature from the University of Oslo.
She received the Department of Culture’s Debut
Prize in 2013 and has been nominated for the
Brage Prize three times. She lives in Bristol.

Rightsholder
Cappelen Damm Agency
foreignrights@cappelendamm.no
+47 21 61 65 00
cappelendammagency.no

Heidi Sævareid

Lopsided
Slagside

Genre: Young Adult
Category: Young Adult Novel
Publisher: Gyldendal
Year: 2016
Pages: 272
English sample translation available

What do you do if you want to escape from yourself?

I’m someone who can never find the right words, I’m someone who freezes, I’m
someone who feels rage on the point of bursting out but never does anything, just
freezes or leaves, I just do a bunk, I’m so angry, I’m such a coward – so much so that I
really deserve to have to suffer for it.

Vilde moves to Bristol to take a year off after high school. She leaves behind
everything she has in Norway – including her boyfriend Markus. In Bristol she is
drawn into the environment of the brutal martial art Krav Maga, and meets the
strange, manipulative Fiona. This acquaintanceship comes to have fateful
consequences, leading Vilde into a corner from which she cannot extricate herself.

An extremely sharp and well-written novel about trying to live with oneself and all
one’s lopsidedness.

Nominated for The Brage Prize 2016.

'It is while expounding the relational
that Heidi Sævareid displays her
strength. She observes human
interactions with a sharp eye. Anger
and despair, anxiety and mania
shines brightly from the dark text.
Everything is aflame then.'

Fædrelandsvennen, 5 out of 6 stars
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Kirsti Blom (b. 1953) is first and foremost a writer
of fiction, but she also publishes non-fiction for
children.

Geir Wing Gabrielsen is a researcher and
biologist, and the head of the section conducting
research into environmental pollution at the
Norwegian Polar Institute in Tromsø. He is also a
UN representative (UNEP) in the area of marine
litter.

Foreign sales
Catalonia, Faroe Islands, Republic Of Korea,
Spain, Sri Lanka, USA

Rightsholder
Cappelen Damm Agency
NO-0055 Oslo
Tel: +47 21 61 65 00
foreignrights@cappelendamm.no
www.cappelendammagency.no

K. Blom
G. W. Gabrielsen

Plastic Waste in the Sea
Søppelplasten i havet

Genre: Children and Young Adults
Category: Non-Fiction
Publisher: Cappelen Damm
Year: 2016
Pages: 56
English sample translation available

People first started making plastic out of oil in a large amount in 1950. Paper and
apple cores break up quickly in the sea, but plastic doesn't. We're producing more and
more plastic every year. Researchers think that there are around 100 million tons of
plastic floating around in the sea. This waste, which respects no national borders, is
carried away by the ocean currents and distributed over the whole of the earth. In
thirty years, there will be more plastic than fish in the sea if we carry on dumping at
the same rate as we are now. 

What can we do? The polluters are the ones who have responsibility for what they are
dumping in the sea. The politicians must pass laws and regulations in their own
countries and work with other countries to clean up the ocean. But we can also do a
lot where we live. Researchers are working to find ways to collect up all the millions of
tons that are floating out at sea. And it's urgent!

'This is an important book for us and
for coming generations. A beautiful
and informative book for young and
old.'

Byavisa Drammen

norla.no


